
A »H 

© ADH Publishing 2014 


SUPERBLY DETAILED COLOUR PROFILES, BLACK AND WHITE ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS, 
COMPREHENSIVE ORGANISATIONAL AND EQUIPMENT CHARTS, UNIT HISTORY AND MAPS 

































FIREFLY COLLECTION 

STUG 

ASSAULT GUN UNITS IN THE EAST 

BAGRATION TO BERLIN. VOL 2 

Written and illustrated by Dennis Oliver 

ISBN 978-0-9876013-4-6 

Acknowledgments. The author and publisher would like to thank Dr. Yury Shepelev PhD., for his invaluable assistance with contacting and working with the 
Central State Archive in Saint Petersburg and also Ms Yulia Slav who helped with the translations. We also wish to thank Herr Karle Berne for his advice and 
particularly his assistance in sourcing photographs for this book, Mr Bernard Cher of M Workshop, Singapore and Mr John Tam for their kind permission to 
reproduce the photograph of the scale model Sturmgeschutz III which appears on the back cover. Further work can be seen at www. themworkshop. com. 

The following printed works were consulted: Panzerjager und Sturmgeschutze. Scheibert, H. Deutsche Sturmgeschiitze Im Einsatz. Fleischer, W. Achtung 
Panzer No. 5. Sturmgeschutz III, Stug. IV & SIG.33. Bitoh, M. (Editor). Sturmartillerie. Spielberger, W.J and Feist, U. Sturmgeschutz III and IV1942-45. Doyle, H 
andJentz, T. Sturmgeschutz 40. Scheibert, H. D. Sturmgeschutz III. Culver, B. German Sturmartillerie At War. Vol 2. DeSisto, F.V.T.To The Last Bullet. Germany's 
War on 3 Fronts. Part 1. The East. Oliver, D. Viking Summer: 5.SS-Panzer-Division in Poland, 1944. Oliver, D. STUG: Assault Gun units in the East, Bagration to 
Berlin, Parti. Oliver, D. Die Kdmpfe in Ostpreussen Schlesien undPommern 1944-45. Haupt, W. Die Kampfum Schlesien 1944-45. VonAhlfen, H. Campaign in 
Russia: The Waffen SS on the Eastern Front. Degrelle, L. The History of Panzerkorps Grossdeutschland. Spaeter, H. The Twilight of the Gods. Hill bald, T (Editor). 
Armor Battle of the Waffen SS. Fey, W. The Battle For Budapest. Ungvary. K. War On Two Fronts. Michulec, R. Die Deutsche Fernlenktruppe 1943-45. Jaugitz, 
M. Die Heeresgruppe Sud. Wagener, C. Die Truppenkennzeicen der Verbande und Einheiten der deutschen Wehrmacht und Waffen-SS und ihre Einsatze im 
Zweiten Weltkrieg 1939-1945. Schmitz, P and Theis K-J. Hermann Goring: From Regiment To Fallschirmpanzerkorps. Bender, R. The HG Panzer Division. Otte, 
A. Panzer Colors II. Culver, B. Panzerwrecks 7. Archer, L and Auerbach, W. Panzertruppen. Jentz, T. L. (Editor) Panzerwaffe Poland 1944. Wroblewski, R and 
Wrobel, A. Deutsche Kampf panzer in Farbe 1939-45. Scheibert, H. Deutsche Fahrzeugraritaten 1914-45. Hoppe, H. Panzer IVand its Variants. Spielberger, WJ. 
Pz.Kpfw. IV Ausf G/H/J. Vol 2. Trojca, W. Battle On Two Fronts 1944-45. Cockle, End kampf. Fritz,S. Der Zusammenbruch Der Heeresgruppe Mitte Im Osten 
1944. Hinz, R. Hell's Gate. Nash, D. E. Battleground Prussia. The Assault On Germany's Eastern Front. 1944 -45. Buttar, P. 

We would also like to thank all those who contribute to the Axis History Forum - particularly Mr Martin Block and the late Ron Klages - the Feldgrau Forum, 
Panzer-Archiv. de, Die Deutsche Wehrmacht website, the Sturmartillerie website and Mr Brett Green at Missing Lynx. 

The illustrations in this book were all created using contemporary photographs as a reference and we have attempted to create as faithful a reproduction as 
possible - including the shape and position of any camouflage pattern, markings and the style of lettering used. In the few cases where we have been forced to 
speculate we have tried to make this clear. Where possible, we have reproduced the photograph or photographs so used, however copyright and budgetary 
restrictions and do not always allow this. 


Published by ADH Publishing, 
Doolittle Mill 
Doolittle Lane 
Totternhoe 
Bedfordshire LU61QX 
United Kingdom 


Produced in co-operation with The Oliver Publishing Group 

Copyright © ADH Publishing. All rights reserved. Apart from fair dealing for the purpose of private study, research, criticism or review as permitted under the 
Copyright, Design and Patent Act, 1988, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, electrical, chemical, mechanical, optical photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission of ADH Publishing. All enquiries 
should be addressed to the publisher. 

Picture Credits. Central State Archive of Film and Photo Documents of Sankt Petersburg (CSAFPD SPB) via Dr. Yuri Shepelev: 27 (photographer Kapustin Vladimir Illarionovich, 
tarasevich Vsevolod Sergeevich), 28, top (photographer Kasputin Vladimir Illarionovich, Tarasevich Vsevolod Sergeevich), 28, bottom (photographer Kasputin Vladimir Illarionovich, 
Tarasevich Vsevolod Sergeevich), 29, top (photographer Chertov Grigory (Girsh) llych), 29, bottom (photographer Chertov Grigory (Girsh) llych). Bundesarchiv: 3,6,8,21,35; J. 
Howard Parker: 7,10,16,25,32; Author's Collection: 1,23,32; Ullstein via K. Berne: 1,5,7; Ullstein: 24; K. Berne: 3,9,10,18,25; M.Antoniewicz: 2,8,13,19.. 


Front cover: A Sturmhaubitze 42 ofSturmgeschutz-Brigade 279 based on a photographed taken in East Prussia in March 1945. This vehicle is shown in full and 



Below: A Sturmgeschutz IV photographed in the village of Peedu near Tartu in southern Estonia sometime after 1945. 
Although the inverted triangle marking is unusual and has often led to the assumption that this vehicle had been captured 
by the Soviets, this style of marking was not unknown in the Wehrmacht. Further, tanks and other armoured vehicles 
captured and used by the Russians were customarily repainted in Red Army dark olive green whereas this vehicle retains 
what is quite obviously a German three-colour camouflage scheme, although admittedly this is not conclusive evidence. 
During the winter of 1944-45 Panzerverband von Strachwitz and SS-Panzer-Brigade Gross fought in this area although 
neither reported any Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand. One possible candidate is Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1121, 
the second company of the Panzerjager battalion of 121.lnfanterie-Division which was attached to XXVIII. Armeekorps, 
served in this general area and was equipped with a number of Sturmgeschutz IV. At right: An intriguing portrait 
photograph of a Kriegsmarine Matrose, or Seaman, wearing metal Panzer Totenkopf insignia on his Navy shoulder 
straps indicating that he is attached to an armoured unit. The metal cyphers of560 are also visible and it is tempting to 
speculate that this man may have served with SS-Jagdpanzer-Abteilung 560, an ad-hoc formation raised in March 
1945. 




















In the first book of this two part series we examined the concept of the 
Sturmgeschutz or assault gun and briefly looked at its introduction into the 
German armed forces. We explored some of the major modifications that 
were made to both the Sturmgeschutz III and Sturmgeschutz IV from 
December 1942 - when the first Sturmgeschutz III ausfG left the production 
lines - until April 1945 when the Alkett factory in Berlin produced the last 
vehicle. 

We also considered the organisational changes that the army's independent 
assault gun units underwent as the war progressed and the introduction of 
Sturmgeschutz companies into the Panzerjager, or anti-tank, battalions of 
German Army's infantry divisions. These assault gun battalions and 
companies were listed separately with a brief history given for each. 

In this volume we will concentrate on the larger formations of the Werhmacht 
that received the Sturmgeschutz - the Panzer and Panzergrenadier divisions, 
the divisions and brigades of the Waffen-SS and also the ground formations of 
the Luftwaffe. As in part one, our narrative is limited to the units that served in 
the east during the final year of the war, from the commencement of the Soviet 
summer offensives of 1944, generally referred to as Operation Bagration, to 
the culmination of the conflict in May 1945. Again, as in the first book, the 
illustrations are presented -for the most part - in chronological order, taking 
up where the first volume ended with the winter of 1944-45. It should be 
mentioned that as many of the available photographs from this period on 
which our illustrations are based depict captured or disabled vehicles, 
identification to a specific unit has in many cases proved impossible. 

The figures given in the following text and charts were largely compiled from 
official, contemporary reports and the reader should be aware that in many of 
those documents specific models of vehicle are not always given. For example 
the word Sturmgeschutz is sometimes used without the qualifying suffixes of 
III or IV, often entered merely as 'StuG'. Similarly, it is apparent that in some 
instances the term has been used purely in a generic sense, employed as a 
form of shorthand to describe vehicles with a similar mission such as tank 
destroyers or self-propelled antitank guns. Therefore, where we have been 
able to confirm a particular vehicle type it is recorded here with its full title, 
such as Jagdpanzer IV L/48 or Sturmgeschutz III. Any anomalies that we are 
aware of, or discrepancies we have been able to identify, have also been 
highlighted. 

As early as 1942 a number of divisions - most notably the Army's 
Panzergrenadier-Division Grossdeutschland and the Adolf Hitler division of 
the Waffen SS - began to receive a full, organic assault gun battalion. Indeed, 
the value of the Sturmgeschutz had been recognised much earlier than this 
and assault gun batteries, each equipped with six vehicles, had been attached 
to some infantry formations during the French campaign. In those early 


battles it was envisaged that the assault guns would provide close support 
and act as 'bunker-busters'. However, as the fighting in Russia dragged on into 
its second year, the versatile Sturmgeschutz was increasingly seen as a tank 
killer. 

Throughout the battles of 1943 the assault guns proved their worth against 
the best Soviet tanks and were actually considered to have outperformed the 
Pzkw III and Pzkw IV tanks by some German field commanders. In that same 
year General Heinz Guderian was appointed as Generalinspekteur der 
Panzertruppen - a new position created by Hitler - and under his control a 
programme of introducing greater numbers of assault guns into armoured 
divisions was implemented. 

It will be remembered that the army's independent assault gun battalions 
were controlled by the Artillery inspectorate and therefore fell outside 
Guderian's area of influence. However, any armoured vehicle assigned to a 
Panzer or Panzerjager unit - regardless of type or armament - was considered 
the be subordinate to the Panzertruppen inspector and the introduction of 
Gemischte, or mixed, units of assault guns and tanks and the Sturmgeschutz 
companies of anti-tank battalions was almost certainly a means of 
circumventing the Artillery's control. As part of the mid-1943 reorganisation 
of the Wehrmacht's armoured units it was envisaged that the tank battalions 
created for the proposed nine Panzergrenadier divisions would contain three 
companies equipped with fourteen assault guns each. At the same time the 
third battalions of Panzer-Regiment 24, of 24.Panzer-Division, and Panzer- 
Regiment 36, from 14.Panzer-Division, were converted to Panzer- 
Sturmgeschutz battalions, made up of two companies of assault guns and two 
companies of Pzkw IV tanks. These would be the first of the Gemischte tank 
battalions. Further details regarding the armoured battalions of the 
Panzergrenadier divisions and the establishment of the two regiments 
mentioned above are given under the headings for their parent formations. 

By late 1944 the practice of maintaining at least one Abteilung of a division's 
Panzer regiment as a mixed battalion was common and the Sturmgeschutz- 
together with the Jagdpanzer IV - was increasingly seen as a replacement for 
the army's tanks. In common with many infantry formations the Panzerjager 
battalions of most Panzer divisions received a company of assault guns. 

On the following pages we have listed those units which served on the Eastern 
front and were equipped with the Sturmgeschutz III and Sturmgeschutz IV 
during the last twelve months of the Second World War. While we have 
endeavoured to provide the reader with a clear picture of where those units 
operated and the equipment that they used, it should be noted that many - in 
particular the divisions - were large and complex organisations that served 
from the very first days of the conflict and we have, of necessity, restricted our 
descriptions to the parameters outlined in the third paragraph of this page. 

. continued on page 4 


Below: A Sturmgeschutz III ausfG ofSS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 3 photographed in the village ofSzomorin Hungary during 
the winter of 1944-45. Other images of this unit's assault guns show that, at this time, they were covered with a rough 
coating of whitewash over what was probably a mottled, three-colour camouflage. A Sturmgeschutz III of this battajion 
is depicted in the illustration section on page 11. At left: The General Assault badge, this version awarded to men wflo 
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Photographed in the town of Proskurov - modern day Khmelnitski in Ukraine , after the 
fighting for Tarnopol in the spring of1944 - these images predate our narrative slightly 
but nevertheless give a good indication of how the Sturmgeschutz III and 
Sturmgeschutz IV appeared in the field. The Panzerjager battalion of lOO.Jager- 
Division fought here and was equipped with Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns as was 
2.Kompanie of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 301, which was detached from its parent 
formation and completely destroyed in these battles. 
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THE LAST STUGS - ASSAULT GUN PRODUCTION, 1945 


Manufacturer 

Vehicle Type 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Altmarkische Kettenfabrik GmbH (Alkett), Berlin 

Sturmgeschutz III 

320 

152 

220 

48 


Sturmhaubitze 42 

71 

24 

49 


Muhlenbau und Industrie (MIAG) Amme-Werke, Braunschweig 

Sturmgeschutz III 

71 

37 

15 








Friedrich Krupp-Grusonwerke, Magdeburg-Buckau 

Sturmgeschutz IV 

46 

18 

38 
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As can be seen from the chart above the Altmarkische Kettenwerk - orAlkett -factory in Berlin was at this time the main producer of the Sturmgeschutz III and 
was in fact the sole manufacturer of the Sturmhaubitze 42. Founded in 1937for the express purpose of developing and producing armoured fighting vehicles; 
the company was wholly owned by Rheinmetall-Borsig AG, which was in turn a subsidiary of the government owned Reichswerke Hermann Goring - the 
Reichsmarschall being the minister in control of the economic expansion of Germany known as the Four Year Plan. The original facility was located at 
Breitenbachstrasse 33-36 in Borsigwalde and encompassed an office building and production halls which were numbered 1 to 8. The company was expanded at 
the beginning of the war by obtaining the old Lowenberg factory at Breitenbachstrasse 1-6, on the corner of Holzhauserstrasse, which had been closed since 
1928. A further four production halls numbered 9 to 12 were built here and it was in Holzhauserstrasse that the completed armoured vehicles were actually test 
driven and must have been a common sight to many Berliners. Interestingly, it was also here thatAlkett's engineers evaluated enemy tanks such as the Soviet 
T34 and American M4 Sherman. As the war continued other facilities were created at Breitenbachstrasse 72 and additional workshops were rented in 
Lichtenberg, on the eastern outskirts of Berlin, and it was here that the technical office was established. By 1942 the company had grown so dramatically that 
most of Holzhauserstrasse was taken over to accommodate the administrative staff. The office and production facilities at Borsigwalde and Lichtenberg - 
although at opposite ends of the city - were known collectively as Werke I or Plant I. 

Some 2.5 kilometres to the north-west of the Borgiswalde plant, overlooking Lake Tegel on Eisenhammerweg, was Werke II which was also referred to as the 
Maschinen und Geratebau Tegel (or MAGET). As the war continued the company's production inventory also increased with Werke II for example 
manufacturing over 400,000 MG42 machine guns. The company's other assembly plant, Werke III, was located in Spandau between the Charlottenberg 
Chaussee and the RuhlebenerAltarm canal which branches of the river Spree near the Stresowstrasse bridge. 

In late November 1943, an Allied air raid caused extensive damage to the office and administrative buildings at Werke I and although some production was 
shifted to the new assembly halls atAlbrechtshofnear the centre of Berlin, a further attack affected overall output at the factories so badly that just twenty-four 
vehicles left the assembly lines in December, as opposed to over two hundred and fifty in the previous October. Desperate to find a means of resuming 
production of the now indispensible assault gun, a conference attended by representatives of the military and industry was presented with an ingenious if 
somewhat makeshift solution by the engineers of the firm of Friedrich Krupp. Reasoning that as it had always been the normal practice atAlkett to produce the 
assault gun's superstructure and chassis as two separate components, which were later assembled in one of the factories, and that as a significant number of 
Sturmgeschutz III superstructures had survived, the Krupp engineers suggested that these be married to the chassis of the Pzkw IV medium tank which Krupp 
was at that time producing at Magdeburg. Although a simple - and indeed a very nearly immediate - solution, it is almost certain that the Krupp plan was in part 
an attempt to obtain a larger share of the armoured fighting vehicle production market at the expense ofAlkett, as a plan for some kind of assault gun had been 
on the drawing board at Krupp since early 1943 at least, and again after Operation Citadel - the latter culminating in the Jagdpanzer IVprogramme. That the 
army officials also doubted the altruism of the Krupp representatives would seem to be born out by the decision to have Daimler-Benz build the prototype. The 
resulting vehicle, which was more of a conversion than a new type, was named the Sturmgeschutz IV. 

Within six months, Alkett's Berlin operations had almost fully recovered, largely aided by an agreement with the Reichsbahn-Ausbesserungswerk at Falkensee, 
which undertook the manufacture of a number of Sturmgeschutz III chassis which were then fitted to superstructures at Spandau. However, a large air raid in 
October 1944 succeeded in damaging most of the company's warehouses, again causing major disruptions to production and distribution. Nevertheless, Alkett 
continued to produce the Sturmgeschutz III and Sturmhaubitze 42 until the last of the assembly halls were occupied by Soviet troops on Monday, 23 April 1945 - 
at least one account suggesting that a number of vehicles rolled out of the factories that morning. 

The other major manufacturer of the Sturmgeschutz III was Muhlenbau und Industrie AG (MlAG) Amme-Werke of Braunschweig which began production in 
February 1943 with the last vehicle delivered in March 1945. 

As mentioned earlier, the firm of Friedrich Krupp-Grusonwerk AG at Magdeburg-Buckau on the river Elbe undertook the assembly of the Sturmgeschutz IV and 
was the sole manufacturer of the type - with the exception of the prototype vehicle which was of course produced by Daimler-Benz. Commencing production in 
December 1943 and continuing until April 1945, over one thousand Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns were built at the Buckau plant with a further thirty-one 
converted from tanks which had been returned to Germany for repair. 


It should be noted that the figure of forty-eight Sturmgeschutz III vehicles listed for April 1945 in the chart at the top of this page is somewhat conjectural and is 
in fact based on the available records of the overall production for 1945 and the numbers for the preceding months. Not included here are the older model 
assault guns returned to factories in Germany to be upgraded and subsequently delivered to operational units. 



Below: a number of Sturmgeschutz III and Sturmhaubitze 42 photographed 
in one of the Alkett assembly halls located in suburban Berlin. Note that 
every vehicle's main gun is a decidedly darker shade than the Dunkelgelb 
base colour. 


Above: Obermeister Franz Hahne, an Alkett employee, "find 
Gefreiter Hans Krohn. One of the very few recipients of the Knight's 
Cross of the War Merit Cross in Gold, Hahne was presented with his 
award for sevices to the war effort by Reichsmarschall Goring on 
20 April 1945. Gefreiter Krohn was awarded the Ritterkreuz at the 
same ceremony. 
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1.Panzer-Division. In June 1944 this division was attached to l.Panzerarmee 
as part of Heeresgruppe Nordukraine. Gradually withdrawing before the 
series of Russian summer offensives, by September 1944, the division was 
fighting in the Carpathian Mountains with XXIV.Armeekorps. By October the 
division was in Hungary with 6.Armee as part of Heeresgruppe Sud and in 
January 1945 took part in Operation Konrad, the unsuccessful attempt to 
relieve the encircled city of Budapest. Earlier, in July 1944, the second 
company of the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 37 was equipped with twelve 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, losing three in heavy fighting before the end of 
the month. Sometime after July the company was allocated a number of 
Marder anti-tank guns, possibly as replacements for the lost assault guns, and 
in the following October, 2. Kompanie received a platoon of Nashorn self- 
propelled 8.8cm guns, probably taken over from schwere Heeres-Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 655. Although unusual, this mixture of weapons made the battalion 
an extremely powerful unit. In December the second company handed over all 
its surviving vehicles to l.Kompanie and was transferred to Grafenwohr in 
Germany to refit and re-equip. The company however never returned to the 
division, surrendering to US Army units in southern Germany in May 1945. 
Attached to IV.SS-Armeekorps of Heeresgruppe Sud, the division reported that 
on 15 March 1945, two assault guns were on hand - presumably with 
l.Kompanie of Panzerjager-Abteilung 37 - although only one of these was 
considered combat ready. In May 1945 the division was fighting in Austria as 
part of6.Armee of Heeresgruppe Ostmark. 

3. Panzer-Division. When the Soviet summer offensive began this division was 
part of 6.Armee reserve on the Dniester. Withdrawing through the Ukraine 
and into Poland, the division fought in Hungary in January and February 1945 
and in Austria in April and May as part of IV.SS-Armeekorps. On 15 March 
1945, the division reported that there were seven assault guns on hand with 
only two of those being serviceable, probably with Panzerjager-Abteilung 
543. 

4. Panzer-Division. By January 1945 the division was fighting in Kurland as 
part of VI.SS-Armeekorps of 16.Armee and in the following month was 
transferred to West Prussia and subordinated to Heeresgruppe Weichsel 
leaving its armoured vehicles behind. The division's Panzer-Regiment 35 was 
then reorganised with I.Abteilung comprising two companies ofPzkw IV tanks 
and a company of Sturmgeschutz assault guns while I I.Abteilung was made up 
of three companies of Pzkw V Panther tanks and a company of Jagdpanther 
tank destroyers. On 15 March 1945, the division reported that three assault 
guns were on hand, two of those in combat ready condition. The division's 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 49 - which had been equipped with Jagdpanzer IV tank 
destroyers before the evacuation from Kurland - was allocated nine 
Sturmgeschutz III and eleven Sturmgeschutz IV on 4 April 1945, however it is 
uncertain if these vehicles were ever delivered. The division was almost 
completely destroyed in the fighting of April and May 1945 in West Prussia. 

5. Panzer-Division. In January 1945 this division was fighting in East Prussia as 
part of4.Panzerarmee. The division fought at Konigsberg and in the Sam land 
Peninsula in February 1945 and on 15 March reported that five Sturmgeschutz 
assault guns were on hand, probably with Panzerjager-Abteilung 53. 

7. Panzer-Division. When the Soviet summer offensive began this division was 
held in reserve by l.Panzerarmee of Heeresgruppe Nordukraine in the Styr 
River valley area near the town of Brody. From there the division retreated 
toward the west and in August and September was fighting in Kurland. In 
February 1945, the division was part of Heeresgruppe Weichsel in West 
Prussia. On 15 March 1945, the division reported that eight Sturmgeschutz 
were on hand, five of those vehicles being combat ready. The assault guns 
were probably operated by the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 42. 

8. Panzer-Division. In July 1944, Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 301 was 
temporarily attached to the division and although the battalion's exact 
strength at that time is unknown it was authorised thirty-one Sturmgeschutz 
III assault guns together with a number of Borgward BIV remotely controlled 
demolition vehicles. What is certain is that during July a total of seven of the 
battalion's vehicles were completely destroyed. The organisation of the 
Funklenk assault gun units is discussed further in part 1 of this series. 

12.Panzer-Division. In January 1945, the division was fighting in Kurland as 
part ofl6.Armee and reported that from a strength of forty-nine assault guns, 
a total of twenty-one serviceable vehicles were available for immediate 
deployment. Given that these figures not only included the division's 
Sturmgeschutz III and Sturmhaubitze 42 vehicles but also Jagdpanzer IV and 
Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank destroyers, it would seem likely that the assault guns 
were operated by II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 29. In April 1945, the Panzer 
regiment's I.Abteilung, which had at least a company ofPzkw V Panther tanks 
on hand, was used to form Panzer-Division Muncheberg (see below). On 15 
March 1945, this division was attached to 18.Armee of Heeresgruppe Kurland 
and reported that five Sturmgeschutz III were on hand. 

14.Panzer-Division. In mid-1943, 11I.Abteilung of the division's Panzer- 
Regiment 36 had been reorganised as one of the first, mixed Panzer- 
Sturmgeschiitz battalions and contained two companies ofPzkw IV tanks and 
two companies of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns - the latter numbered as 
lO.Kompanie and 12.Kompanie. The regiment's I.Abteilung was equipped 
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with Pzkw VPanther tanks. On 31 May 1944,while the division was attached 
to Heeresgruppe Sudukraine, just three assault guns were on hand, only two 
of which were serviceable. However, by the end of June the battalion was able 
to report that fifteen fully operational Sturmgeschutz III were available. By 
January 1945, the division was fighting in Kurland and on 15 March reported 
that seventeen assault guns were on hand of which just two required repair. 

16. Panzer-Division. This division's Panzer-Regiment 2 was reformed in 
February 1943, originally with two battalions, each of four companies, to be 
joined in March by a third battalion. In November 1943, III.Abteilung was 
converted to a Panzer-Sturmgeschutz battalion of three companies, each 
equipped with ten assault guns with a further vehicle allocated to the 
battalion headquarters. In late 1943, II.Abteilung together with III.Abteilung 
was sent to the east. On 31 May 1944, the division reported that nineteen 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns were available - although seven of those were 
not considered combat ready - and in June a further seventeen new vehicles 
were received. By 1 July, the battalion had nineteen serviceable assault guns 
on hand and during that month received seventeen replacement vehicles, 
losing six in the same period. By 15 March 1945, when the division was 
attached to Heeresgruppe Mitte, III.Abteilung was able to report that just 
eight combat ready Sturmgeschutz III were available while a further twenty- 
three were in need of repair. In late February or early March, the personnel 
and assault guns of Panzer-Abteilung Juterbog (see below) were incorporated 
into the division. Later, an unknown number of Sturmgeschutz ill assault guns 
were assigned from Heeresgruppe Mitte which had been sent twenty of these 
vehicles on 1 April 1945. At that time the division formed part of 

I. Panzerarmee fighting near Oderberg in what is today the Czech Republic. 

17. Panzer-Division. On 1 July 1944, the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 27 
had seven operational Sturmgeschutz III assault guns on hand, losing all by 
the end of the month. The battalion was transferred to Germany to refit but 
probably never returned to its parent formation. 

20. Panzer-Division. In June 1944 this division was subordinated to 
Heeresgruppe Mitte and was operating near Bobruisk on the Berezina River in 
present day Belarus. The division's Panzer-Regiment 21 had been reduced to a 
battalion formed around the staff of III.Abteilung and the four surviving 
companies of the regiment - the first, second, ninth and twelfth. In the fierce 
fighting that followed the Russian summer offensive, the battalion was 
almost completely destroyed - although enough trained personnel remained 
to form the cadre of a new I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 21. The division's 
anti-tank battalion, Panzerjager-Abteilung 92, had operated a number of 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns in 1943 but by May 1944 had been transferred 
to the Panzerjager-Schule at the Truppenubungsplatz Mielau - present day 
Mlawa in Poland - and completely re-equipped with Jagdpanzer IV tank 
destroyers. When the Panzerjager battalion returned to the front in July it was 
attached to 7.Panzer-Division and did not return to its parent formation until 
the following October, by which time the division had been placed in OKH 
Reserve in East Prussia. In January 1945 the division was in Hungary but in the 
following month had been transferred to 17.Armee in Silesia. On 15 March 
1945, the division reported that thirteen Sturmgeschutz were on hand with 
just six of those vehicles being fully operational. Presumably these assault 
guns were operated by the Panzer regiment. 

21. Panzer-Division. The division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 200 lost most of its 
equipment during the retreat through France in 1944 and was reorganised in 
October with a staff element, two Panzerjager (Sturmgeschutz) companies 
and a motorised anti-tank company. By January 1945, the battalion was fully 
equipped with Jagdpanzer tank destroyers and towed 8.8cm Pak 43 anti-tank 
guns. In March 1945, it was reported that a single Sturmgeschutz III was on 
hand with the battalion's 2. Kompanie. 

23. Panzer-Division. A detailed Gliederung, or organisational chart, prepared 
for this division and dated 1 July 1944, shows I.Abteilung of Panzer-Regiment 
23 to be made up of three tank companies equipped with Pzkw IV tanks and a 
Sturmgeschutz company. Complementing this is the only available strength 
return we have for this division, the 15 March 1945 report prepared for 
Heeresgruppe Sud, which shows seven operational assault guns on hand and 
three in repair. It is unlikely that these vehicles were allocated to the division's 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 128 which was known from anecdotal evidence to 
have been equipped with Jagdpanzer IV tank destroyers, the last three of 
which were destroyed by their own crews on 8 May 1945. 

24. Panzer-Division. This division's Panzer-Regiment 24 was rebuilt in mid- 
1943 after being completely destroyed at Stalingrad. The regiment's 
III.Abteilung was converted to a Panzer-Sturmgeschutz battalion made up of 
two companies of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and two companies ofPzkw 
IV tanks. The assault gun companies were numbered as 9.Kompanie and 

II. Kompanie. The regiment's I.Abteilung was equipped with Pzkw V Panther 
tanks at the same time. On 31 May 1944, when the division was subordinated 
to 8.Armee as part of Heeresgruppe Sudukraine, the regiment reported that 
sixteen assault guns were on hand - although only nine of those were combat 
ready - while a further four were received on 30 June. The division was 
attached to Heeresgruppe Nord on 15 March 1945, by which time the 
regiment's assault guns had been reduced to a total of three. Interestingly, the 


first battery of the division's Panzer-Artillerie-Regiment 89 was issued eight 
Sturmhaubitze 42 in March 1944. All eight vehicles were handed over to the 
artillery regiment's 2.Batterie in the following month and remained with that 
unit until January 1945 when they disappear from the official record. 

25.Panzer-Division. This division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 87, which had been 
formed in mid-1943, originally contained a Sturmgeschutz company, however 
the battalion was completely destroyed in February 1944 when the division 
was fighting in the Ukraine. By the following April the badly depleted division 
was withdrawn from the front and transferred to Denmark to refit. In 
September the situation had deteriorated to such an extent that the division 
was returned to the east before the rebuilding process was complete and by 
January 1945 the division's Panzer-Regiment 9 had lost almost all its 
armoured vehicles. Replacements began arriving in the following month and 
one source states that in March, II.Abteilung was equipped with twenty-two 
Sturmgeschutz III, four Flakpanzer IV Mobelwagen and four Jagdpanther tank 
destroyers. However, the report of Heeresgruppe Weichsel dated 15 March 
1945, which is the best evidence we have, a I lows for a single assault gun. It is 
entirely possible that the assault guns said to be allocated to II.Abteilung 
arrived after the report was completed and the figure of twenty-two is indeed 
plausible. 

232.Panzer-Division. Formed from various training units and elements of 
Panzer-Division Tatra, this formation was rushed to Hungary in March 1945 
and took part in the battle for the Raab bridgehead, supporting 12.SS-Panzer- 
Division. At that time the division reported that a single Sturmgeschutz was on 
hand, possibly with Panzerjager-Abteilung 1033. By 1 April 1945, the division 
had ceased to exist. 

Panzer-Division Feldherrnhalle. The division's Panzer-Abteilung 
Feldherrnhalle had been formed from Panzer-Abteilung 160 in mid-1943 and 
in November was reorganised as a Gemischte - or mixed - Panzer battalion 
with two Sturmgeschutz companies and two companies equipped with Pzkw 
IV tanks. The battalion reported seventeen assault guns on hand on 31 May 
1944, of which only six were serviceable. The battalion received fourteen new 
assault guns in June but was almost completely wiped out in the battles which 
took place in the following month. The battalion was reformed from Panzer- 
Abteilung 2109 in October and renamed II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 
Feldherrnhalle. 

Panzer-Division Muncheberg. Formed on 8 March 1945 from various units 
including Panzer-Brigade 103 and Panzer-Abteilung Kummersdorf, this 
formation took part in the fighting on the Oder front around Kustrin, the battle 
for the Seelow Heights and the defence of Berlin. Although never fully formed. 



the division's history and the details of the equipment allocated are as 
complicated as they are fascinating and will be featured in detail in a 
forthcoming book. For the purposes of this volume we will only record that the 
division reported that four serviceable assault guns were on hand on 15 
March 1945, and a further seventeen Sturmhaubitze 42 were shipped to the 
division on 18 April. 

Panzer-Division Jiiterbog. A number of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns were 
assigned from Heeresgruppe Mitte, which had been sent twenty of these 
vehicles on 1 April 1945, to Panzer-Abteilung Juterbog. This battalion formed 
part of Panzer-Division Juterbog which was hastily assembled in February 
1945 at the army's training area of the same name. It was very quickly 
disbanded with most of its equipment and personnel going to 16. Panzer- 
Division (see above). 

lO.Panzergrenadier-Division. The division's Panzer-Abteilung 7 had been 
formed as a Panzer-Sturmgeschiitz battalion of three companies, each with 
fourteen Sturmgeschutz III assault guns in August 1943. The division spent the 
winter of 1943-44 with 8.Armee and 4.Panzerarmee of Heeresgruppe Sud in 
the Kremenchug area in present day Moldova. The division was almost 
completely destroyed during the Soviet summer offensive, fighting in 
Besserabia under Heeresgruppe Sudukraine and retreating into Romania. The 
division was reformed as a Kampfgruppe in October and Panzer-Abteilung 7 
was once again re-equipped with Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and returned 
to the front. In January 1945 the division had lost most of its armoured 
vehicles in the fighting around the Weichsel bend and on 6 February 1945, 
nineteen new Sturmgeschutz III and ten Sturmgeschutz IV were shipped to the 
Panzer battalion. As a further reinforcement a fourth company was added, 
formed from 4.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung 2110. Almost immediately 
however, the new company handed over its surviving PzlV/70(V) tank 
destroyers to 13.Panzer-Division and spent several weeks waiting for 
replacement vehicles to arrive. On 15 March 1945, the division reported that 
eighteen Sturmgeschutz III, eleven Sturmgeschutz IV and nine PzlV/70(V) were 
on hand. 

18.Panzergrenadier-Division. The division's Panzer-Abteilung 118 was 
formed in September 1943 with three companies, each equipped with 
fourteen Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, and reported on 31 May 1944, that 
forty-four assault guns were on hand. Attached to Heeresgruppe Mitte in June 
1944 when the Soviet offensive began, the division was almost completely 
destroyed in the summer battles. The surviving personnel were used to form 
Panzer-Brigade 105 and in September 1944 it was decided to rebuild the 
division as Kampfgruppe-18. Panzergrenadier-Division. The process was never 
completed however and Panzer-Brigade 105 remained independent. 

. continued on page 7 


Abandoned on a roadside in East Prussia in January 1945, this Sturmgeschutz IVprovides 
a good impression of the appearance of a late war assault gun, particularly as we are 
fortunate enough to be able to examine it from both sides. Note that although the rails 
holding the Schurzen are heavily damaged, it is obvious that the front plate is set slightly 
lower than the other three and also that all are held in place by simple rectangular 
hooks and not the pipe system usually seen on Sturmgeschutz III assault guns at this 
stage of the conflict. Just visible on the superstructure side in the photograph at left is 
the Balkenkreuz national marking. Also visible is the support for the earlier type 
I exhaust muffler which would normally indicate that this vehicle was assembled prior 
to August-September 1944 when the later, Flammentoter exhausts were introduced 
however this assault gun quite clearly has three return rollers, a modification that was 
introduced in December. A depiction of how this vehicle may have appeared before 
the extensive damage, so evident here, was inflicted can be seen on page 12. 





Above and right: These Sturmgeschutz III 
assault guns were photographed in northern 
Germany during the last few weeks of the 
war and other images taken from this series 
show that both the vehicle crews and 
infantrymen are from a Waffen SS unit, 
although a more detailed identification is, 
unfortunately, not possible at this time. 
Among the possible candidates are SS- 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 11 of the Nordland 
division and SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 23 of 
the Nederland division. Both battalions were 
re-equipped with new Sturmgeschutz III 
vehicles in February 1945 and both operated 
in the general area. The history of these 
battalions and their allocation of assault 
guns is dealt with in more detail on page 26. 
Below: Also photographed in the spring of 
1945, this vehicle's gun is at full recoil. The 
use of spare track links as additional armour 
was common and they have also been used 
here to form a makeshift stowage rack 
behind the spare road wheels on the hull 
rear. 








\ < 


7 . *' • 








****** 






s 


6 










Below: Photographed in the streets ofAllenstein, now Olsztyn, south-east of Danzig this 
Sturmgeschutz IV is one of the many vehicles caught up in the Soviet breakthrough of 
January 1945. At that time, Panzer-Abteilung 7 of lO.Panzergrenadier-Division was 
operating in this area and reported that three Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns were on 
hand, although they may have been acquired unofficially. At left: The additional armour 
plates fixed to the front of these vehicles were common, although not universal, by this 
stage of the war. Note that the example shown here is hinged in front of the driver's 
periscopes. 


The division was eventually rebuilt during November and December 1944 
from various scratch units and a new Panzer-Abteilung 118 was equipped with 
a number of Sturmgeschutz assault guns. However, by March 1945 the 
division was disbanded with some elements being used to form Infanterie- 
Division Ulrich von Hutten. On 17 April 1945, it was ordered that the division 
be rebuilt again with a Gemischte, or mixed, Panzer regiment consisting of two 
battalions taken from the newly formed Panzer-Division Schlesien. In reality 
this regiment probably consisted of a small number ofPzkw IV tanks and a few 
half-tracks. The division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 18 was allocated ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV on 11 April 1945, although it is not known if these vehicles 
were in fact delivered. The division spent the last days of the war fighting with 
Heeresgruppe Weichsel in northern Germany. 

20.Panzergrenadier-Division. The division's Panzer-Abteilung 8, which had 
been officially attached to this formation since late 1943 as a Panzer- 
Sturmgeschiitz battalion, was allocated ten Sturmgeschutz III on 13 April 
1945. This battalion had something of a chequered history operating as an 
independent reserve for Heeresgruppe Sud and then Heeresgruppe 
Nordukraine before it was able to rejoin its parent formation in June 1944, 
being at various times subordinated to 3.SS-Panzer-Division and 17. Panzer- 
Division. In April 1945, the division was part of 9.Armee fighting on the Oder 
front. 

25.Panzergrenadier-Division. The division's Panzer-Abteilung 5 was formed 
as a Panzer-Sturmgeschutz battalion with three companies of Sturmgeschutz 
III assault guns in August 1943. At that time, each company was equipped with 
fourteen assault guns. Originally assigned to 20.Panzergrenadier-Division, by 
October 1943 the battalion was with 25.Panzergrenadier-Division. In early 
1944, the division was attached to 4. Armee of Heeresgruppe Mitte and on 31 
May was able to report that forty-six assault guns were on hand, although five 
of these required some form of repair. By November the division had been 
reduced to a Kampfgruppe, made up primarily from Panzergrenadier- 
Regiment 35 and Panzerjager-Abteilung 25 together with artillery, engineer 
and signals troops with the surviving personnel and equipment of Panzer- 
Abteilung 5 being used to form Panzer-Abteilung 2107. By December the 
division had been completely rebuilt and was attached to Heeresgruppe G in 
the west. The division returned to the Eastern Front in February 1945, as part 
of Heeresgruppe Weichsel, and on 15 March reported that thirty serviceable 
assault guns were on hand. On 3 April 1945, the division's Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 25 was allocated three Sturmgeschutz III assault guns which were to 
be used by the battalion's 4.(Funklenk) Kompanie. This company had been 
formed from the renamed Panzer-Zug (Funklenk) 303 during the first week of 
April. This unit should not be confused with Panzer-Abteilung(Funklenk) 303 
which, after conversion to a Panzer-Abteilung, was attached to Infanterie- 
Di vision-Ddberitz. 


Panzergrenadier-Division Grossdeutschland. The story of this eliteformation 
- which is surely familiar to most readers - would fill several volumes and is far 
beyond the scope of this work. However two units that served with the division 
during the last year of the war on the Eastern Front are relevant to our study 
and should be included here. 

As mentioned earlier, the division contained an organic assault gun battalion 
which, by 1944, was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Brigade Grossdeutschland. 
This battalion had been raised originally from 16.Kompanie (Sturmgeschutz), 
Infanterie-Regiment Grossdeutschland and parts of Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 192. The battalion was made up of a headquarters staff and three 
assault gun companies. In late 1944 the battalion was detached from its 
parent division and although it is entirely possible that the original intention 
may have been to incorporate the assault guns into Panzergrenadier-Division 
Brandenburg as the II.Abteilung of that division's Panzer regiment, the 
battalion was effectively a separate entity until the end of the war, for the 
most part subordinated to the newly formed Panzerkorps Grossdeutschland. 

In November 1944 Panzer-Abteilung(Funklenk) 302 was attached to 
Panzergrenadier-Division Grossdeutschland and operated with the division's 
Pzkw VI Tiger tanks, clearing the battlefield of obstacles and mines. On 15 
December, despite heavy fighting, the battalion reported that twenty-eight 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns were available with just two of those vehicles 
being in need of repair. Very few of the battalion's assault guns would seem to 
have been lost in combat as twenty-two were on hand on 25 January 1945, 
together with sixty-five Borgward BIV demolition vehicles and four half-tracks 
when the battalion was ordered to destroy all its heavy equipment to deny it to 
the enemy. The crews however remained with the division until the war's end, 
most operating as infantry, although some sources state that the battalion 
had three assault guns on hand in March 1945. This could be correct given 
that many formations took over vehicles from badly depleted units - or at this 
stage of the war, simply misappropriated them. The suggestion that Panzer- 
Abteilung(Funklenk) 302 was intended as a replacement for the division's 
Sturmgeschutz battalion is, strictly speaking, incorrect. 

Panzergrenadier-Division Brandenburg. Formed in September 1944, the 
division's Panzerjager-Abteilung Brandenburg comprised two 
Sturmgeschutz companies, each equipped with fourteen assault guns, and a 
towed, heavy anti-tank gun company. The battalion received twenty-one 
Sturmgeschutz IV in January 1945, reporting that seventeen assault guns 
were on hand on 15 March. In mid-April seven of the original vehicles were still 
operational. The division ended the war as part of l.Panzerarmee fighting 
near Olmutz - present day Olomouc in the Czech Republic. 
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Panzergrenadier-Division-Kurmark. The division's Panzerjager-Abteiiung 
151 Kurmark was allocated one Sturmgeschutz III on 18 April 1945, and three 
Sturmhaubitze 42 on the following day. The battalion never reached more 
than company strength and it is likely that the four vehicles mentioned here 
were the only assault guns that the division received. After taking part in the 
fighting around Kustrin, the division was completely destroyed in the Halbe 
Pocket battles in May 1945 while attached toXI.Panzerkorps. 

Fuhrer-Grenadier-Division. This formation was created on 26 January 1945, 
by raising the Fuhrer-Grenadier-Brigade to divisional status. In addition to 
Panzer-Regiment 101, Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 911 was attached to 
the division with thirty Sturmgeschutz III assault guns. Interestingly, both 
units retained their original titles and numbers until April, when the tank 
regiment was renamed Fuhrer-Panzer-Regiment 2. On 1 March 1945, the 
division reported that seventeen Sturmgeschutz IVand twenty Sturmgeschutz 
III were on hand. By 8 March, twenty-seven Sturmgeschutz IV and fifteen 
Sturmgeschutz III were available while a further three Sturmhaubitze 42 had 
been received. While this inventory may sound impressive, it should be noted 
that just four of the Sturmgeschutz III were operational and that the figure 
given as the Sturmgeschutz IV total may in fact include a number of 
Jagdpanzer IV. On 15 March 1945, while attached to Heeresgruppe Weichsel, 
the division was able to report that thirty-four assault guns were on hand, 
although just sixteen of these were combat ready. The division ended the war 
as partofll.SS-Panzerkorps of 6. Armee fighting in northern Austria. 

Fiihrer-Begleit-Division. Raised to the status of a full division from theFuhrer- 
Begleit-Brigade at the same time as the Fuhrer-Grenadier-Division, this unit's 
armoured element was made up from the staff of Panzer-Regiment 102 - 
which had itself been formed from Stab, Panzer-Regiment 80 - and 
II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment Grossdeutschland. The division was also 
allocated the vehicles and personnel of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 200. On 2 
March 1945, the tank unit was renamed Fuhrer-Panzer-Regiment 1 while the 
assault gun battalion became Panzerjager-Abteiiung 673 and at that time 
was able to report that forty Sturmgeschutz III, nine Sturmhaubitze 42 and six 
Flakpanzer IV were on hand - although very few of these vehicles were combat 
ready. By 8 March, thirty-nine Sturmgeschutz III were available, with just 
eight of these in operational condition, while none of the battalion's eight 
Sturmhaubitze 42 were serviceable. The battalion reported a full complement 
of forty-three assault guns on 15 March 1945, although twenty-three of those 
were in need of repair. The battalion was completely destroyed 


in the battles of April 1945 around Spremberg. 

Panzer-Abteilung-Stahnsdorf 1. This battalion was formed on 1 February 
1945 and contained a mixed tank company and two assault gun companies. 
These latter companies, numbered as 2 and 3, received fourteen 
Sturmgeschutz III vehicles on the following day. On 14 April 1945, the 
battalion was subordinated to 36.Waffen-Grenadier-Division der SS - more 
commonly referred to as SS-Brigade Dirlewanger - only to lose its tank 
company on the next day to Panzer-Abteilung Kummersdorf of Panzer- 
Division Muncheberg (see above). The assault gun companies remained with 
the division and reported that twenty-three Sturmgeschutz III were on hand 
on 15 March 1945, although two of these were in need of repair. 

Panzer-Abteilung-Stahnsdorf 2. Formed at the same time as Panzer- 
Abteilung-Stahnsdorf 1, this battalion was made up of a Panzer company with 
nineteen Pzkw IV tanks and two assault gun companies, the latter equipped 
with fourteen Sturmgeschutz III assault guns each. The battalion was thrown 
into battle almost immediately with XXXX.Panzerkorps in Silesia and for much 
of its brief existence supported the units of 35.SS-und Polizei-Grenadier- 
Division. On 15 April 1945, the day before the major Russian assault on Berlin 
commenced, the battalion reported that eighteen serviceable Sturmgeschutz 
III were available. 

Panzer-Abteilung-Ddberitz. Formed from Panzer-Abteilung(Funklenk) 303 
which had been converted to a Panzerjager battalion of three assault gun 
companies on 26 April 1945. Almost immediately attached to Infanterie- 
Division-Ddberitz, the battalion was renamed Panzerjager-Abteiiung 303. 

Panzer-Jagd-Brigade 104. Formed on 24 January 1945 in the Berlin area, it 
was intended that this unit would operate solely as a tank hunting formation, 
seeking out Russian armoured spearheads. The brigade would have presented 
a serious threat to the Red Army had it been deployed as planned as its 
allocation called for over one hundred and fifty Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank 
destroyers and more than sixty Sturmgeschutz III and Sturmhaubitze 42 
assault guns. However, individual units were fed piecemeal into the battle 
with no real effect. In January 1945, the brigade's Panzer-Jagd-Abteilung 1 
(see below) contained two assault gun companies with ten Sturmgeschutz III 
allocated to l.Kompanie and ten Sturmgeschutz IV with 2.Kompanie. Also 
attached to the brigade was Sturmgeschiitz-Lehr-Brigade 111 whose history 
is dealt with in part 1 of this series. 

. continued on the next page 



Left: The other photographs from this series - made in East 
Prussia in the spring of 1945 - show that the vehicle 
nearest the camera was equipped with a full set of 
Schurzen and the earlier shield for the loader's machine 
gun. All the other vehicles that can be seen have no 
additional armour, are equipped with the Rundumsfeuer 
machine gun and the vehicle in the centre has the coaxial 
machine gun mantlet introduced in October 1944. Below: 
Photographed in the town of Elbing in East Prussia, 
approximately 60 kilometres south-east of Danzig, in 
February 1945just after the town fell to the Russians, this 
Sturmgeschutz IV has the earlier style of barrel clamp 
dropped from production in November 1944. Although 
any kind of positive identification is not possible, 28.Jager- 
Division fought in this area and the division's Panzerjager 
battalion had a number of these vehicles on hand. 
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Panzer-Jagd-Abteilung 1. Although this battalion was originally formed as 
part of Panzer-Jagd-Brigade 104 in January 1945, it was detached and 
subordinated to 3.Panzerarmee of Heeresgruppe Weichsel in April and ne\/er 
returned to its parent formation. The battalion reported that four 
Sturmgeschutz III, eleven Sturmgeschutz IV and five Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank 
destroyers were operational on 8 April. A similarly named unit; which 
disappears from the records in March 1945, had been formed in the previous 
January from elements of Jagdpanzer-Kompanie 1021(1), Jagdpanzer- 
Kompanie 1269 and Panzertruppenschule Krampnitz and it is possible, 
although far from certain, that a number of that battalion's Jagdpanzer 38( t) 
were taken over by the new Panzer-Jagd-Abteilung 1. 

Sturmpanzer-Abteilung 218. Although the formation of this unit began on 6 
January 1945, using elements ofSturmpanzer-Kompanie 218z.b.V., it was not 
until late in the following February that it was decided that the battalion 
would be equipped with assault guns in preference to the Sturmpanzer IV. On 
18 March 1945, the battalion reported that forty-three Sturmgeschutz III 
were available, although it is not known how many of these vehicles were 
combat ready. On 24 April 1945, the remaining vehicles and personnel of this 
battalion, together with elements of Sturmpanzer-Abteilung 219, were used 
to form Panzerjager-Verband 218. 

Beginning in March 1945, armoured units of the Ersatz Heer - or replacement 
army - were activated for front-line service in a last desperate attempt to halt 
the advancing Allied armies. The few vehicles that these units were able to 
scrape together were in all likelihood obsolete and near the end of their 
usefulness and must have been of limited military value. Although not all 
fought in the east, and all contained vehicles other than the Sturmgeschutz, 
they are included here as a matter of interest. 

Panzer-Ausbildungs-Verband Thiiringen. Raised from the personnel of 
various training establishments within Werkreis IX, this unit's armoured 
vehicles were concentrated in Panzer-Ausbildungs-Abteilung 300 which was 
able to field three - or perhaps four - Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, a single 
Pzkw IV tank and two Panthers. Although promised to this formation, Panzer- 
Lehr-Abteilung Bergen, was diverted to Panzer-Ausbildungs-Verband Fran ken 
(see below). Nevertheless, the armoured element was still referred to as 
Panzer-Ausbildungs-Regiment Thiiringen. Most, if not all, this unit's assault 
guns and tanks were destroyed in a surprise enemy attack near Kassel in 


western Germany in April 1945 and the surviving personnel were absorbed by 
2. Panzer-Division. 

Panzer-Ausbildungs-Verband Westfalen. Commanded by Generalmajor 
Theodor Bohlmann-Combrinck - an experienced and highly decorated officer 
who had been awarded the Knight's Cross in August 1941 while serving with 
11.Panzer-Division in Russia - this formation was raised using training units 
from Werkreis VI. This formation should not be confused with SS-Panzer- 
Brigade Westfalen which was raised at about the same time. The armoured 
component was referred to as Panzer-Ausbildungs-Regiment Westfalen and 
was made up from Panzer-Ausbildungs-Abteilungen 11 and 500. The 
armoured vehicle strength consisted of two Sturmgeschutz III, a single 
Jagdpanzer 38(t), four Pzkw IV, four Pzkw III and three Pzkw II tanks and eight 
Panthers. A plan to equip Panzer-Ausbildungs-Verband Westfalen with eleven 
Tiger I and six Tiger II tanks was almost certainly abandoned - although 
accounts differ - and the heavy Panzers were diverted to the similarly named 
Waffen-SS unit. At least one account suggests that this unit was absorbed by 
116. Panzer-Division. 

Panzer-Ausbildungs-Verband Fran ken. Formed from training units and 
establishments within Werkreis XIII - mainly from Sonderhausen, Weimar and 
Erlangen - this brigade sized unit was engaged around Rotenburg, east of 
Bremen, in the last weeks of the war. The unit's Panzer-Ausbildungs-Regiment 
Franken was made up from Panzer-Ausbildungs-Abteilung 11 and Panzer- 
Lehr-Abteilung Bergen which together were able to field nineteen 
Sturmgeschutz III, four Jagdpanzer 38(t), a single Panther with one Pzkw III 
and two Pzkw IV tanks. 

Panzer-Ausbildungs-Verband Bohmen. Formed from training units of 
Werkreis IV, this formation contained Panzer-Ausbildungs-Regiment Bohmen 
which was made up of Panzer-Ausbildungs-Abteilungen 17,18 and Milowitz. 
This unit's armoured vehicle strength comprised three Sturmgeschutz III 
assault guns, twelve Jagdpanzer 38(t), three Sturmpanzer IV and sixteen Pzkw 
IV tanks. In April 1945, the battalion was attached to Panzerkorps 
Grossdeutschland as part of4.Armee. 

Despite their short careers, many of the Ersatz Heer formations have been 
mistakenly identified as divisions in Allied intelligence reports and some post¬ 
war accounts and this is quite possibly due to their elaborate names. 

This concludes our study of the Sturmgeschutz units of the Heer. 

. continued on page 23 



Left and below: Photographed in Bohemia - today part of the Czech Republic - in April 
1945, the six Sturmgeschutz III assault guns visible in these two images all seem to 
have been fitted with the same distinctive field modified armour. A photograph taken 
in the following May in the town ofLipnik near Brno shows vehicles of Panzer-Division 
Feldhermhalle and includes an assault gun with an identical arrangement of 
additional armour plates and it is likely that the vehicles shown here are from the same 
unit. Note the extensive use of spare track links as supplementary armour. The object to 
the left of the main gun is probably the loader's seat. One of these assault guns is also 
depicted in the illustration section on page 18. 
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Photographed in East Prussia in early 1945 these two Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns have been 
painted with patches of whitewash over what appears to be a three-colour, mottled camouflage 
pattern - in contrast to the howitzer which has been completely covered in white except for the 
battery letter A, just visible on the gun shield. Note the Flammentoter exhausts, fitted to these 
vehicles from August 1944, and the early style tracks of the nearest vehicle which lack the small v- 
shaped cleats of the later version. Below: Photographed in Hungary in the spring of 1945, this 
Sturmgeschutz III has the Topfblende mantlet which incorporated the coaxial machine gun 
introduced into production from October 1944. The term Topfblende - literally pot mantlet - has been 
used throughout this series to describe the cast mantlet for the main gun shown here in preference to 
the commonly seen Saukopfblende, which alludes to the similarity between the mantlet and the 
shape of a pig's head. Although Topfblende was undoubtedly the official designation, it is almost 
certain that Saukopf was a term used by the crews during the war and gained popularity and 
acceptance after 1945 due to its use in published memoirs and unit histories. Therefore, both terms 
are - in their own way - correct. The spare track links have been taken from a Russian T34. 
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At right: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. 
SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 3. Photographed in 
the town of Szomor, Hungary in January 1945, 
during the start of Operation Konrad I - the first 
in a series of offensives aimed at the recapture of 

■ 

Budapest - this vehicle's patchy, 
white-wash camouflage is 
typical of the assault guns of 
this battalion. A photograph of 
a Sturmgeschutz III of this unit, 
taken just a short time later, can 
be seen on page 1. Note what 
appears to be some kind of 
cover over the mantlet of the 
main gun. 






Balkenkreuz has been painted 
over, to the extent that it 
incorporates the number. Close 
examination of the original 
photograph confirms that the 
first number is indeed a 3, 
curving at its extremities, and 
not a letter B as has sometimes 
been suggested. 


The unit insignia of 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
232 is shown at far right. 
Although attractive, there 
is no evidence that it was 
carried by the vehicle 
shown here and is included 
as a matter of interest only. 


Below, right: Sturmgeschutz III ausf C. Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 232. 
Samland Peninsula, East Prussia, March 1945. As earlier model assault guns 
were returned to Germany for repair they were upgraded as this vehicle has 
been with L/48gun, complete with the Topfblende mantlet introduced 
in November1943. An additional photograph of what may 
be the same vehicle is reproduced on page 3* 


Below, left: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. East Prussia, spring 1945. As with so 
many photographs of German armoured vehicles at this stage of the conflict, 
identification to a particular unit is all but impossible. This 
assault gun's markings are interesting although we can 
offer no explanation as to why the white-outlined 



Below, left: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. March, 1945. 

This illustration is based on a soldier's snapshot which 
survived the war but which, unfortunately, is only 
marked with the date. The 


terrain, architecture and the 
winter uniforms worn by the 
crew would however suggest 
western Poland as a location. 
The field-modified armour is 
typical of the late war period 
and the method of attachment 
to the hull as depicted here is 
quite clear in our photograph. 
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Sturmhaubitze 42. Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 279. East Prussia, March 1945. Photographed in the town ofRosenburg - modern 
Susz in Poland - the unit marking depicted in our illustration is highly speculative and is essentially based on the presence of the 
rectangular patch which has been removed from the vehicle's very neat coating ofZimmerit anti-magnetic mine paste. This style 
of formation marking, which incorporated not only the unit insignia but the tactical sign and the unit's title, was increasingly 
common from the middle of 1944. The vehicle is almost completely covered with Zimmerit which has been applied in the so- 
called Waffle pattern indicative of the Berlin firm ofAlkett which indeed produced all the 10.5cm armed models. At left is an 
enlarged version of the unit marking and while the terms and style of lettering used to denote the company and battalion are our 
own invention, they are typical of those used on confirmed examples. 


2.Kitm|)nnin/StuAI)t. 279 



Sturmgeschutz IV. Unidentified unit. East Prussia, January 1945. Although this 
particular vehicle is heavily damaged in the photographs on which our illustration 
is based, the three-colour camouflage pattern painted on to the hull Schurzen is 
quite clear, the neatness of its application suggesting that it may have been 
applied at the Magdeburg-Buckau factory where these vehicles were assembled. 
Note that the paint as applied to the rear hull has a much more feathered edge. 
Also clearly visible in both our photographs and shown below is the later style of 
rail for the Schurzen. Although the method of holding the armour plates in place 
has changed, it will be noted that the points of attachment to the hull are 
essentially the same as the original configuration, with the exception of an 
additional bracket at the front. The armour plates are here held in place by a series 
of simplified hooks which would not have allowed the freedom of movement given 
by the pipe and washer system - as shown in detail on page 21 - and the example 
shown here may have been an interim design. 




























































Left:SturmgeschutzIIIausfG.EastPrussia, March 1945. 

Photographed near Heiligenbeil, present day Manonovo, 
' rmation to which this vehicle was attached 
has been identified in Russian sources as 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 185 and that 


unit was indeed operating in 
East Prussia at the time. By this 
stage of the war the type of 
Schurzen seen here were 
common although their 
placement and exact shape 
varied suggesting that this was 
a field modification. Of note is 
the unusual numbering system. 



Below and left: Sturmgeschutz III. East Prussia, April 1945. Photographed in 
Konigsberg after the fall of the city's defences, this Sturmgeschutz can be identified as 
one of the more than one hundred and seventy obsolete Pzkw III tanks that were 
converted into assault guns. Of note is the Bosch headlight on the front mudguard and 
the covers for the brake cooling air inlets on the hull front, shown in diagram B, below. 
Note also that the hull is now protected by an additional armour plate. The simplified 
hatch, diagram C, in place of the commander's cupola was also a feature of these 
vehicles as was the concrete armour on either side of the main gun, diagram A, and the 
armoured hood over the driver's position. Simplified production methods also include 
the mount for the loader's machine gun which no longer has a shield. 




Although it is not possible to 
identify the unit to which this 
assault gun belonged, it was 
photographed in company 
with a Jagdpanzer IV of 
5.Panzer-Division and that 
formation did have a number 
of Sturmgeschutz on hand at 
that time, probably with 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 53. Of 
note is the unusual 
application of the 
Balkenkreuz. 


Right: Sturmgeschutz III. East Prussia, April 1945. 

Photographed in Fischhausen - modern day Primorsk - on 
17 April 1945, this vehicle is another of the Pzkw III 
conversions as is obvious by its similarity to the vehicle 
depicted above. 
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Above: Sturmgeschiitz III ausfF/8. Latvia; May 1945. Photographed at a vehicle dump in the Kurland region, the 
fifteen vehicles which can be clearly observed are all configured as shown here with one or more spare wheels on 
the rear hull. Further, all have the same style of camouflage made up of a soft mottling of Olivgriin and heavier 
streaks of Rotbraun, suggesting that they may all be from the same unit It is tempting to suspect some link with 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 226 which saw action in the Kurland Pocket and ended the war fighting in East Prussia with 
a mix of earlier and later models of the Sturmgeschiitz III. 



Below: Sturmgeschiitz III ausfG. Latvia, May 1945. Also photographed at a Soviet vehicle dump, here near the 
town ofKandava, this assault gun displays several late production features including the travel clamp for the main 
gun and the much simplified, all-metal return rollers. Note the name Wotan painted on to the gun mantlet in a 
mixture of lettering styles. Although the practice of naming armoured vehicles was not as widespread as it was in 
Allied units, it is not uncommon to see German tanks bearing the names of fallen comrades, girlfriends or, as here, 
mythical heroes. Also of note is the non-standard shield for the loader's machine gun. This vehicle is also shown in 
the photograph on page 27. 


Wotan 



The examples of formation insignia shown here all relate to divisions and battalions that are mentioned in part 1 and part 2 of this series and all were equipped 
with either the Sturmgeschiitz III or Sturmgeschiitz IV, or on rare occasions both. It should be remembered that at this time the assault gun company of an 
infantry Panzerjdger battalion was referred to as a Sturmgeschiitz-Abteilung with the company's unique number usually, but not always, arrived at by adding 
1000 to that of the battalion and this is further explained on page 30. Shown here are A: l.Infanterie-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 1; B: 6.lnfanterie- 
Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 6; C: 45.lnfanterie-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 45 and Artillerie-Regiment 98; D: 291.lnfanterie-Division with 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 291; E: Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 237; F: 21.lnfanterie-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 21; G: 57.lnfanterie-Division with 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 57; H: 168.lnfanterie-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 168; I: lOO.Jager-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 100, an early version 
used prior to 1945; J: Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 259. 
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Below and left: Sturmgeschutz III. Silesia, January 1945. Photographed in the town of Krosswitz, 
now Krosniewice in Poland, this vehicle is one of the number of assault guns built on the chassis of 
Pzkw III tanks in 1944 as evidenced by the escape hatch on the hull side above the road wheels. The 
vehicle was comprehensively coated with Zimmerit anti-magnetic mine paste on most surfaces 
including the bolt-on armour plates of the hull front, shown at left, although it is not depicted here for 
the sake of clarity. The suggestion that this vehicle may be connected with Sturmgeschutz-Lehr- 
Brigade 920 - the unit insignia is shown at far left - is possible as the battalion took part in the fighting 
for the Magnuszew bridgehead in support of 251.lnfanterie-Division and retreated north through 
this general area. 



Below and left: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Bohemia, Spring 1945. By this stage of 
the war the rather abridged version of the Schurzen seen here is commonly 
encountered in photographs. The original arrangement of rails and large armour 
plates which became standard in April 1943 restricted access to the vehicle and 
required removal to work on the tracks. Further, the plates were easily dislodged in 
rough terrain or could easily become clogged with mud. 


Below and left: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. East Prussia, February 1945. The lack of the deflector in 
front of the commander's cupola would suggest that this vehicle was produced prior to October 
1943, although the Topfblende gun mantlet became standard in the following month. Note also that 
the Zimmerit coating on this vehicle has been applied in the pattern associated with Ml AG produced 
assault guns. The field modified Schurzen differs little to that shown on the vehicle above. 
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Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Hungary, spring 1945. 

Photographed in the Lake Balaton region this assault gun 
carries no markings other than the 3.Kompanie number 
and the Balkenkreuz - here without the customary white 
outline. Of note is the very rough coat of Zimmerit anti 

magnetic mine paste. 



jit* 



Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Hungary, spring 1945. 

Sometime in early 1944 units in the field began 
applying concrete to their assault guns as added 
protection against armour-piercing rounds. That 
shown at far left is typical, although in some 
examples the concrete was extended forward to 
cover the armour plate around the driver's visor or 
rearward to the commander's cupola. The 
simplified Schurzen were a common site at this 
stage of the war with their method of attachment 
differing from one unit to the next, confirming that 
these were field modifications. 



Below and left: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Bohemia, April 1945. The 

additional armour around the fighting compartment has here been 
extended to the rear hull, presumably to protect the crews stowage. 
Sometimes linked with Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 311 in Russian sources, the 
arrangement of the armour plates suggests a possible link with 
II.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment Feldherrnhalle which had a number of 
these vehicles on hand, one of which was photographed in the town of 
Lipnik, north-east of Brno in May 1945, fitted with an identical 
modification. This vehicle, and others of the same unit, are shown in the 
photograph on page 9. 
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Sturmgeschutz IV. S.SS-Panzer-Division Wiking. Hungary; early 1945. 

Photographed near Stuhlweissenburg - almost exactly halfway between 
Budapest and the nortern tip of Lake Balaton - this vehicle has been fitted with 
the Schurzen which are an identifying feature of this unit Also of note; and 
visible in our photograph, are the spare road wheels mounted on the hull front 
and the extensive use of spare track links as additional armour protection. The 
division lost almost all it's armoured vehicles in the fighting and subsequent a 
breakout attempt here during the first two weeks of January. 



Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. Hungary, Spring 1945. 
Photographed near Baracka - present day 
Bardonovo in Slovakia - this vehicle is unusual in 
that the concrete protection applied to the 
superstructure front has been extended to 

completely cover both sides of 
the fighting compartment. Also 
of note are the rectangular 
shaped hooks which have been 
welded to the sides along the 
top edge, presumably to hold 
spare track links. 




The examples of formation insignia shown here all relate to divisions and battalions that are mentioned in part 1 and part 2 of this series and all were equipped 
with either the Sturmgeschutz III or Sturmgeschutz IV. A: 26.Volks-Grenadier-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 26; B: 225.lnfanterie-Division with 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 225; C: 329.lnfanterie-Division with Panzerjager-Abteilung 329; D: Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 393; E: 25.Panzergrenadier- 
Division. 

Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Czechoslovakia, May 1945. 

Photographed in Prague this vehicle may be one of the 
assault guns operated by SS-Kampfverband 
Wallenstein an ad hoc formation which 


included a Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung and a Panzerjager- 
Abteilung - the latter formed 
from elements of the SS- 
Panzerjager (Stug) Schule 
Janowitz. Although referred to 
as battalions these units were in 
all likelihood little more than 
strong companies. 
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Sturmhaubitze 42. Silesia, February 1945. Photographed in 
the town of Konstadt; modern day Wolcyn, this vehicle has 
been associated with several different units by various sources 
most of which are incorrect and some, fictional. As we are 
fortunate to have more than a single image to work from, the 
location can be confirmed as many of the town's buildings 
have been unaltered since 1945. A possible candidate is 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 301 which was operating in this area 
at the time and what could be the battalion's unit insignia, at 
right, is just visible in one of our photographs. 



Sturmgeschiitz III ausfG. Germany, early 1945. Photographed in an east German town on its way to the 
front, this assault gun has a very rough, probably field-applied, coating of Zimmerit suggesting that it 
was assembled prior to September 1944. The hood over the gun mantlet was another field modification 
which could be encountered on all fronts - either constructed of metal or wood - and the problem of rain 
water or debris fouling the mechanism must nave been a very real concern. Note also the mix of early 
rubber-rimmed return rollers with the later all-metal type. The use of spare track links as additional 
armour protection was a common practice although this vehicle retains the brackets for the rail which 
would have held the metal Schurzen. 



Right: Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. Germany, March 1945. 

Photographed outside Berlin this late production assault gun 
is painted a very neat, hard edged camouflage scheme which 
has almost certainly been applied at the factory. Note the 
complete absence of any additional armour, such as metal 
Schurzen, or the evidence of any brackets which 
would have been used to hold them in place. 
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Right: Sturmhaubitze 42. Germany, Spring 1945. 

Another variation of the later style of Schurzen is 
shown clearly here, as is the method of holding in 
place the plates protecting the superstructure. 
Along the top edge of each metal plate, several 
inverted keyhole-shaped 
apertures have been cut r^" 
which then fit over a 
corresponding round- 
headed pin welded to the 
side of the fighting 
compartment. Note that the 
armour plates on the 
superstructure side are set at 
an angle, as can be seen in the 
photograph below. Note also 
the towing clevises fixed to 
the side of the commander's 
cupola 



Left and above: Sturmhaubitze 
42. Germany, Spring 1945. This 
vehicle is unusual in having the 
earlier style Schurzen. Most, if 
not all, the assault guns seen in 
the film were fitted with the 
stowage rack shown above and 
some kind of wooden, three- 
sided box whose construction 
ranged from accomplished to 
rudimentary. 


All the illustrations on this page are based on a colour film which was screened in March 1945 as 
part of a Deutsche Wochenschau series entitled Wochenschau Panorama. Although implicitly 
identified as l.Marine-Schutzen-Division in the film, the presence of clearly visible Waffen SS 
insignia on the uniforms of the crew members suggest that this may be SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 
23 which was the only Waffen SS unit operating near the division and equipped with assault guns. 
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Above: A) The Sturmhaubitze depicted at the top of this page showing the metal rods welded to the superstructure front next to the main gun. These must 
have been intended as a reinforcement for the concrete armour often applied in just this spot. B) Another shot of the same vehicle showing how the metal 
plates protecting the fighting compartment are angled inwards. C) The method of attaching the hull Schurzen which were able to pivot on a pipe welded to 
the mudguard and secured by a simple washer and pin. B — 

_-J_ - ' I 1 !■ ^ 

Right: Sturmgeschiitz III ausfG. Germany, Spring 1945. 

The arrangement of both the upper and lower Schurzen 
fitted to this vehicle is essentially the same as that 
depicted on the Sturmhaubitze at the top of 


this page. Note however that 
the lower plates butt together 
and the upper plate is 
constructed in one piece. The 
method of attaching both to 
the vehicle would seem to have 
been consistent throughout 
the unit. Many assault guns 
carried a log or sturdy wooden 
beam on the hull side as seen 
here to assist in extricating 
bogged vehicles. 
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Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. Germany, May 1945. 

Photographed on the corner of Invalidenstrasse and 
Brunnenstrasse in central Berlin, the unit to which this 
vehicle belonged has been identified by Russian 
sources as Sturmartillerie-Brigade 243 


- cm 

and this may indeed be correct as 
assault guns from that battalion 
took part in the defence of the 
capital. The number 13 on the 
hull side seems to have been 
applied rather haphazardly and 
could in fact have been the work 
of the vehicle's Soviet captors. 



Sturmgeschiitz III ausfG. Eastern Germany, Spring 1945. 

Although it is not possible to identify the unit to which this 
vehicle belongs, the practice of carrying the vehicle's 
number on the barrel or mantlet 
of the main gun was used by 

•w? -: 

Sturmgeschiitz-Brigade 202 
which ended the war as part of 
Heeresgruppe Kurland. Note 
that the upper surface of the 
fighting compartment has been 
completely covered with 
concrete. 




By late 1944 the practice of marking armoured vehicles with the formation's heraldic or runic insignia combined with the tactical symbol - which identified the 
type of unit to which a particular vehicle had been allocated - and the unit's title, seems to have been commonplace, although far from universal. It is not known 
if this style of marking was the subject of an official directive and the security implications are obvious but photographic evidence would suggest that it was 
condoned at regimental level at least and probably higher. The examples shown here are not all from assault gun units but they do identify battalions and 
regiments whose parent formation at some time controlled numbers of Sturmgeschiitz III or Sturmgeschiitz IV. A: Sturmgeschiitz-Brigade 667, this marking 
was in fact in use prior to 1944; B: Sturmgeschiitz-Abteilung 1028 which was the second company of Panzerjager-Abteilung 28, the anti-tank battalion of 
28.Jager-Division; C: Panzer-Aufklarungs-Abteilung 14 of 14.Panzer-Division. There is ample photographic evidence that other battalions of this division used 
similar markings; D: 13.Kompanie, Panzergrenadier-Regiment 93 of 13.Panzer-Division, the tactical symbol denotes a fully-tracked, heavy infantry gun 
company; E: 5.Batterie, Panzer-Artillerie-Regimemnt 2 of 12. Panzer-Division. 


Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. 
Czechoslovakia, May 1945. 

Photographed near the town of 
Korytna in southern Moravia, 
south-east of Brno, this late 
production assault gun carries 
no markings other than the 
somewhat unusual two digit 
number and the Balkenkreuz 
national insignia. 
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In late 1942 it was suggested that surplus personnel from the Luftwaffe be 
transferred to units of the Army to replace the large number of casualties 
suffered on the Russian Front. In the event, whole divisions - referred to as 
Luftwaffen-Feld-Divisionen - were raised which were to remain under the 
authority of the airforce, maintaining their uniforms and rank structure. Most 
of these units performed poorly - not least because of a paucity of artillery and 
other heavy euipment - and by late 1943 those divisions that had not already 
been disbanded were transferred to the Army and reorganised as standard 
infantry formations. 

During the time period covered by our narrative most Luftwaffe ground units 
were serving in the west and are consequently not included here. Similarly the 
assault guns attached to a number of Fallschirmjager divisions also fall 
outside the limits of our study. 

The only substantial Luftwaffe armoured formation of the war was the 
Hermann Goring division and its offshoots - elements of which served in North 
Africa, Sicily and Italy before being transferred to the east. The division's early 
history is comprehensively discussed in our previous titles, Fortress: German 
Armour In The Defence Of Sicily and To The Last Bullet: Germany's War on 3 
Fronts, Part 2 Italy. 

Fallschirm-Panzer-Division 1 Hermann Goring. The division was formed in 
Italy in July 1944from units of Panzer-Division Hermann Goring and was very 
soon afterwards transferred to the east. During September and October 1944 
the division was again reorganised and renamed as Fallschirm-Panzer- 
Division 1 Hermann Goring and with Fallschirm-Panzergrenadier-Division 2 
Hermann Goring formed Fallschirm-Panzerkorps Hermann Goring. The 
division's Panzer regiment contained three battalions numbered I to III and 
these were equipped with Pzkw V Panther and Pzkw IV tanks and Jagdpanzer 
IV L/48 tank destroyers respectively. When the Panzerkorps was formed, 
III.Abteilung was removed from the division and became Korps-Panzerjager- 
Abteilung Hermann Goring. The division's assault guns were operated by 
Fallschirm-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung Hermann Goring which reported forty- 
five Sturmgeschutz III on hand in mid-October 1944. 

On 1 January 1945, when the division was fighting in the Weichsel bend as part 
ofHeeresgruppe Mitte, the battalion was able to field thirty-two assault guns. 


By the beginning of February the battalion had acquired two Sturmhaubitze 
42 - probably taken over from another unit as no new vehicles were received - 
while the number of Sturmgecshutz III remained at thirty-two. In addition, the 
battalion's 2.Batterie received four Jagd panzer IV L/48, presumably from 
Korps-Panzerjager-Abteilung Hermann Goring which disappears from the 
records at this time. On 15 March 1945, the battalion reported that nineteen 
Sturmgecshutz III, one Sturmhaubitze 42 and a single Jagdpanzer IV L/48 were 
on hand. 

Fallschirm-Panzergrenadier-Division 2 Hermann Goring. On 1 December 
1944, the division reported that twenty-nine operational Sturmgecshutz III 
were available with Fallschirm-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 2 Hermann Goring. 

In April 1944 Luftwaffen-Feld-Divisionen were renamed Feld-Divisionen (L) 
des Heeres, the letter L denoting their origin and former status. Note that only 
those units which served in the east are mentioned here. The organisation and 
peculiar nomenclature of the infantry's Panzerjager battalion's and their 
assault gun companies is dealt with in some detail in part 1 of this series. 

Feld-Division (LJ.12. When the Soviet summer offensive began this division 
was based in Riga with 18.Armee of Heeresgruppe Nord. At that time the 
division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 12(L) reported that eight Sturmgeschutz III 
were available. The battalion's assault gun company was referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 2012(L) and had been reinforced by elements of 
Feld-Division (L).13, which had been disbanded in April 1944. During late 1944 
and early 1945 the division was fighting in Kurland and ended the war in the 
Danzig -Gotenhafen area, in what is today Poland, as part of Heeresgruppe 
Ostpreussen. 

Feld-Division (LJ.21. In May 1944, the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 21(L) 
reported that eight Sturmgeschutz III assault guns were on hand with the 
second company. The division was attached to Heeregruppe Nord throughout 
1944, withdrawing through northern Russia and Latvia. A company of 
Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank destroyers, originally allocated to the division as 
Jagdpanzer-Kompanie 1021(L), never materialised and was instead 
appropriated by Panzer-Jagd-Abteilung 1, an independent unit attached to 
Heeresgruppe Weichsel (see above). By January 1945, when the battalion 
reported that ten assault guns were available for operations, the division was 
fighting in Kurland as part ofl 6.Armee. 

. continued on the next page 



The Sturmgeschutz crews fought to the very last day of the war and were among some of the last 
German soldiers to be awarded the Ritterkreuz, or Knight's Cross. Above, from left to right: Hauptmann 
Heinz Angelmaier was the commander of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 279 when his battalion was 
supporting the Grenadiers of 56.lnfanterie-Division near Insterburg - present day Chernyakhovsk in 
Poland -on 18 February 1945. The nineteen assault guns under Angelmaier's command destroyed forty 
Soviet tanks and a number of guns. Angelmaier received the medal on the same day. Hauptmann 
Gottfried Tornau commanded the assault gun battalion of the Fuhrer-Grenadier-Division and was 
awarded the Ritterkreuz on 5 March 1945for his bravery and leadership in the recapture of Buchholz 
and Nantikow in Poland, attacking a Soviet armoured spearhead on his own initiative. In addition to 
destroying large numbers of Russian tanks, Tornau's action saved thousands of civilians and wounded 
soldiers who were fleeing to the west. Leutnant Dietrich Ascher was recommended for the medal by the 
commanding officer of 21.Infantry-Division after Ascher's platoon of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 259 
supported the division's Grenadier-Regiment 24 in the desperate battles around Liebhausen in early 
February 1945. Promoted to the command of the third platoon of 2. Batterie, Ascher received the 
Ritterkreuz on 28 February 1945, only to be wounded within a few days and evacuated to Germany. 
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Left and below: Photographed on 6 May 1945 in the Old Town Square of 
Prague on the corner of Parizska Street, this elderly Sturmgescutz III was 
probably operated by a training and replacement unit of 2.SS-Panzer- 
Division which was stationed at the Prague-Rusin barracks at the time. This 
assault gun is actually a hybrid, made up of an ausf C/D superstructure 
married to an ausf E/F chassis with an engine taken from a Pzkw III ausfE or F 
and fitted with the so-called tropical engine and radiator access hatches. 
The vehicle appears to have been painted overall in Dunkelgelb and other 
photographs in this series show the name Blucher, over painted with a large 
number 8, marked on the superstructure side behind the spare wheel 
mounted on the mudguard. 






Below are listed the units of the Waffen-SS which were equipped with assault 
guns and served on the Eastern Front. Their organisation was similar to the 
Army units and any peculiarities are mentioned under the headings for the 
individual units. 

l.SS-Panzer-Division Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler. Following the Normandy 
battles this formation was withdrawn from the front and in November 1944 
the division's assault gun battalion - SS-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1 - was 
disbanded with the surviving personnel transferred to SS-Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 1, which was being rebuilt with Jagdpanzer IV tank destroyers. 
Intriguingly, a report of 15 March 1945, when the division was subordinated 
to Heeresgruppe Sud, states that seven Sturmgeschutz assault guns were on 
hand with three of those vehicles being fully operational. 


three vehicles were handed over from 46.lnfanterie-Division - presumably 
from the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 52 - and on 18 June another new 
vehicle arrived. During July a further four assault guns were received and at 
the same time the battalion was renamed SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 3. In 
early August the battalion's l.Kompanie, which had been equipped with 
towed anti-tank guns, was withdrawn and transferred to the 
Truppenubungsplatz Mielau - present day Mlawa in Poland - to be retrained 
and re-equipped with Jagdpanzer IV tank destroyers. On 15 September, 
l.Kompanie returned to the battalion where the other two companies 
continued to operated Sturmgeschiitz III assault guns, confirmed by the 
reported loss of three in December. On 15 March 1945, the division reported 
that fourteen assault guns were combat ready while a further four were in 
need of repair. 


2.55- Panzer-Division Das Reich. The division spent much of1944 in the west, 
most notably fighting in Normandy and then the Ardennes. In February 1945, 
the division was transferred to Hungary, at first held in reserve by 
Heeresgruppe Sud and then with II.SS-Armeekorps. The division took part in 
Operation Konrad - the attempt to relieve Budapest - and the battles around 
Lake Balaton in March. At that time the division was able to report that 
twenty-six assault guns were on hand although just seven of those were 
combat ready. Falling back on Vienna, where it took part in the battle for the 
city, the division managed to reach the west and surrendered to US Army units 
in May 1945. In France the division had lost most of its heavy equipment in the 
Falaise Pocket and the retreat to the Seine and in July 1944, the remnants of 
the assault gun battalion were incorporated into SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 2 - 
subsequently referred to as SS-Panzerjager (Sturmgeschutz) Abteilung 2 - 
which had been equipped with two companies of Jagdpanzer IV tank 
destroyers. In August 1944 the division's Panzer regiment was reorganised to 
comprise four companies equipped with Pzkw V Panther tanks in its first 
battalion while the second battalion was made up of two companies of Pzkw 
IV tanks and two companies of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, the latter 
fielding eleven vehicles each. 

3.55- Panzer-Division Totenkopf. From the commencement of Operation 
Barbarossa this division served exclusively on the Eastern front. In May 1944, 
the remnants of the division's Panzerjager battalion, which had been reduced 
to a single company, were officially incorporated into SS-Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 3. It seems however, that the two units had in fact been 
amalgamated as early as the previous February when it was reported that the 
assault gun battalion had fifteen Marder self-propelled tank destroyers on 
hand in addition to a number of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns. Between late 
April and early May, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 228 handed over most of its 
assault guns to the battalion. On 8 June 1944, the division reported that 
sixteen new assault guns had been received while just two days later a further 


4.55- Polizei-Panzergrenadier-Division. The division's SS-Panzer-Abteilung 4 
was made up of three companies, each equipped with fourteen 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in April 1944, while the battalion headquarters 
operated three Panzerbefehlswagen IV command tanks. In August of that 
year the division was involved in the heavy fighting around Belgrade and by 
the following month, as part of Heeresgruppe Sudukraine, had been reduced 
to approximately half its strength and had retreated into Slovenia. In early 
1945 the division was moved to Pomerania and came under the command of 
ll.Armee of Heeresgruppe Weichsel. On 15 March 1945, the division reported 
that twenty-four assault guns were on hand - although only seven of those 
were fully operational. Attached to Armee-Abteilung Steiner for the relief of 
Berlin on 21 April 1945, the division had by now lost almost all its heavy 
equipment and did not take part in the planned operation. Withdrawn to 
Danzig the survivors were eventually evacuated by ship to Swinemunde from 
where a small number managed to fight their way to the Elbe, surrendering to 
units of the US Army. 

5.55- Panzer-Division Wiking. The division lost all its heavy equipment in the 
defence and subsequent break out from the Korsun-Cherkassy Pocket in early 
1944 and contrary to many accounts did not operate any Sturmgeschutz III 
assault guns after that time. A delivery of Sturmgeschutz IV vehicles was 
made in June 1944, and these were the last assault guns the division received. 
By November 1944, just three operational vehicles remained and the 
complicated history of this division's assault guns is dealt with in some detail 
in the first release in the Firefly Collection, Viking Summer: 5. SS-Panzer- 
Division in Poland, 1944. 

6.55- Gebirgs-Division Nord. This division, initially formed as a Kampfgruppe, 
was stationed in Finland from 1941 until January 1945 when it was 
transferred to the west. A Sturmgeschutz-Batterie was planned for this unit as 
early as 1942 and despite the insistence of the commander of 
20.Gebirgsarmee that assault guns were unsuitable for the conditions 

. continued on page 26 
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Said to have been caught in a Soviet fighter-bomber 
strike, this Sturmgeschutz III has its company or 
battery number clearly marked on the hull rear in 
what may be red with a white outline. Also visible 
are traces of the camouflage pattern applied to the 
Schiirzen in what appears to be large patches of 
Olivgrun with Rotbraun surrounds. 
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At right: Photographed in the streets of Posen 
after the town's capture by the Soviets, this 
Sturmgeschutz III may be one of the assault 
guns of Kampfgruppe Lenzer, an ad-hoc 
formation made up from elements of several I 

units including Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und 1 1 
Ausbildungs-Abteilung 500, a training and 
replacement unit that was stationed nearby. 

Below: Photograhed in Pommerania in the 
Spring of 1945, the visible production 
features of this Sturmgeschutz IV - including 
the Rundumsfeuer remotely controlled 
machine gun, the mount for the earlier type 
of exhaust muffler and the lack ofZimmerit 
- would indicate that this vehicle was 
assembled between October or November 
1944. 


ftt, 
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encountered in Finland', work continued on the formation of the battery until 
early 1944 when it was finally abandoned and the available personnel and 
equipment used to form SS-Panzer-Abteilung 18. 

7.55- Freiwilligen-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen. This division, originally 
intended as a mountain infantry formation, contained a Sturmgeschutz 
battery made up of seven assault guns from March 1942 until July 1944 when 
the battery was disbanded, its personnel and equipment incorporated into the 
division's SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 7. According to the post-war account of 
Brigadefuhrer Otto Kumm, a former commander of the division, the battalion 
still had at least twelve assault guns on hand in October 1944 when it was 
fighting in Yugoslavia. The battalion's assault gun company was referred to as 
SS-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1007 and took part in the defence of Belgrade 
under the command of Obersturmfuhrer Harry Paletta. The addition of 1000 
to the battalion's number was a common, although not universal practice, 
used to identify the assault gun company of a Panzerjager battalion. During 
the later half of 1944 the Army's independent assault gun battalions were 
renamed as brigades and the Panzerjager assault gun companies renamed 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung, although they remained, of course, at company 
strength. It is possible that the battalion, or parts of it, was transferred to V.SS- 
Freiwilligen-Gebirgskorps and renamed SS-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 105 at 
some time prior to April 1945, however if this is the case the transfer is likely to 
have occurred after 17 November 1944 as a LXVIll.Armeekorps order of the 
day in describing the death of Obersturmfuhrer Paletta, refers to him as the 
1 commander of the StuG Abteilung of7.SS-Gebirgs-Division Prinz Eugen’. 

8.55- Kavallerie-Division Florian Geyer. An assault gun battalion was planned 
for this division and work began on itsformation in March 1944. However, due 
to a lack of fully trained crews, all available personnel were incorporated into 
SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 8 by the following June. Records indicate that the 
division had received twenty-nine Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank destroyers in August 
1944, although there is photographic evidence that the division operated at 
least some Sturmgeschutz III assault guns. 

9.55- Panzer-Division Hohenstaufen. Formed in 1943, this division served in 
the east in April and May 1944 when it fought in the battle for Tarnopol, and 
again from February to April 1945, when it took part in Operation 
Frulingserwachen, the limited offensive near Lake Balaton. A full assault gun 
battalion was planned, however it was never completed and the personnel 
and equipment that had been assembled were merged with II. Abteilung ofSS- 
Panzer-Regiment 9 in January 1944. The battalion consisted of two companies 
of Pzkw IV tanks and two companies of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns. When 
the division returned to the east in early 1945, it reported that sixteen 
Sturmgeschutz III, nineteen Pzkw IV and twenty-four Pzkw V Panther tanks 
were on hand. Subordinated to Heeresgruppe Sud, the division was able to 
report on 15 March that twenty-five assault guns were on hand, although 
eleven of those were in need of repair. 

11.55- Freiwilligen-Panzergrenadier-Division Nordland. This division had 
received a full assault gun battalion - SS-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 11 - made 
up of three companies in late 1943. The planned formation of a Panzerjager 
battalion was however never carried out and the assault gun unit was simply 
renamed SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 11 in September 1944. On 1 January 1945, 
SS-Panzer-Abteilung 11 was equipped with a mixed bag of three Pzkw V 
Panther ausfD tanks and eight Sturmgeschutz III assault guns concentrated in 
one company. The remainder of the division was refitting in Germany at this 
time, returning to the front by the end of the month with thirty-one new 
assault guns. The division's Panzerjager battalion had been in Germany since 
the autumn and was also reinforced with a further thirty-one Sturmgeschutz 
III but did not return to its parent formation until February 1945. At that time 
the division reported that SS-Panzer-Abteilung 11 had two Panthers and 
thirty-seven assault guns on hand while SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 11 could 
field twenty-four Sturmgeschutz III vehicles. Exactly one month later the 
Panzer battalion's serviceable assault guns had been reduced to twenty-six, 
which included twelve replacement vehicles, although the two Panthers were 
still operational. 

16.55- Panzergrenadier-Division Reichsfuhrer-SS. This division served in Italy 
until late 1944 when it was withdrawn and transferred to the Eastern Front. It 
was originally intended that this formation would contain a full 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung however the plans were shelved in early 1944 and 
the available personnel and equipment were merged with SS-Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 16, probably in March. An official Gliederung, or organisational 
chart, for the complete division dated 1 November 1944 - probably prepared 
in anticipation of the division's withdrawal from the Italian front - describes 
the division's Panzer battalion as 'SS-Pz-Abt 16 (Stu. Gesch)', comprising a staff 
company containing three Sturmhaubitze 42 and an unstipulated number of 
assault guns. The battalion also consisted of three assault gun companies and 
a maintenance company. 


The Gliederung also shows the division's SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 16 with 
two companies of assault guns that are quite clearly marked as 
Sturmgeschutz IV. It is indeed unfortunate the chart does not indicate the 
number of vehicles in each unit but at this time it could be expected that each 
assault gun company would contain fourteen vehicles with a further three in 
each staff element giving a total of seventy-six. A number of accounts state 
that SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 16 was removed from the division in late 1944 
to be re-equipped but never returned, instead being used to form the 
Panzerjager battalion of 32.SS-Freiwilligen-Grenadier-Division. However, a 
report of 15 March 1945, prepared for Heeresgruppe Slid, states that the 
Reichsfuhrer-SS division had a total of forty-seven combat ready assault guns 
on hand with a further fifteen in long or short term repair - a total of sixty-two 
vehicles - suggesting that the battalion was still with its parent formation at 
that time. From the available records that we have been able to examine it 
seems possible that only part of the battalion was transferred to the new 
division and our reasons for suggesting this are explained further under the 
section dealing with 32.SS-Freiwilligen-Grenadier-Division (see below). The 
division took part in the fighting in Hungary during early 1945, and 
participated in the defence of Vienna, ending the war as part of 
I. Kavalleriekorps of 2. Panzerarmee. 

18.55- Freiwilligen-Panzergrenadier-Division Horst Wessel. By early July, 
when this division participated in the occupation of Hungary, it was able to 
field a strong battle group only, made up of armoured infantry and 
reconnaissance units with a single company of assault guns from SS-Panzer- 
Abteilung 18. These may have been the ten Sturmgeschutz III seconded from 
SS-Sturmgeschutz-Batterie Nord as mentioned above. This battle group, 
initially referred to as Kampfgruppe-18.SS-Division and then SS-Kampfgruppe 
Schafer, was engaged continuously, suffering severe losses, until October 
1944 when it finally joined the fully formed division. The last months of 1944 
saw the division engaged in heavy fighting alongside 4.SS-Polizei- 
Panzergrenadier-Division and on 6 December the division reported that six 
Sturmgeschutz III and four Jagdpanzer IV were on hand - although the latter 
may in fact have belonged to the Polizei division. Ten days later, on 16 
December, the armoured strength of the division was reported to consist of 
just three assault guns and two Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank destroyers. In January 
1945, after taking part in operations in Slovakia and in the defence of 
Budapest, what remained of the division was withdrawn to Marburg in 
present day Slovenia to refit, although a full battalion of SS-Panzergrenadier- 
Regiment 40 remained with the Polizei division. This battalion later formed 
the basis of SS-Kampfgruppe Riepe which fought in Silesia and 
Czechoslovakia. During the first week of March 1945, SS-Panzer-Abteilung 18 
appropriated most of the remaining assault guns from the Panzerjager 
battalion and now had approximately sixteen combat ready vehicles. At the 
same time the battalion was divided into two companies referred to as 
Panzer-Kompanie Dirks and Panzer-Kompanie Christiansen. In the same 
month the division was involved in the fighting on the Oder front and by the 
end of April 1945, SS-Panzer-Abteilung 18 had been reduced to a strength of 
eight assault guns. During the first week of May the survivors of the battalion 
attempted to fight their way to the west with elements of lOO.Jager-Division 
until, on the evening of Tuesday, 8 May 1945, they decided to destroy their last 
four Sturmgeschutz III and escape on foot. Most were killed by Russian 
soldiers or Czech partisans. Although at least one source states that SS- 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 18 was equipped with thirty assault guns in February 
1945, this cannot be right and probably reflects the authorised allocation 
rather than the actual number available. The suggestion that the division 
operated Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns is certainly incorrect. 

23.55- Freiwilligen-Grenadier-Division Nederland. Raised from the Dutch 
volunteers of 4.SS-Freiwilligen-Panzergrenadier-Brigade Nederland in 
February 1945 this formation was in reality little more than a reinforced 
brigade. The division was allocated SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 54 which until 
that time had been a semi-autonomous unit, although it had previously 
served alongside the Nederland brigade. The battalion's number was 
changed to 23 to fall into line with the other divisional elements and its three 
companies were refitted and re-equipped with ten new Sturmgeschutz III 
assault guns each. The division was committed to the fighting on the Oder 
front and in the forest of Konigs Wusterhausen south of Berlin where it was 
eventually trapped in what became known as the Halbe pocket. The division 
was almost completely destroyed by the Red Army although a few men 
managed to escape to the west. 

27.55- Freiwilligen-Grenadier-Division Langemark. Although this unit never 
reached more than brigade strength it was nominally a division by the end of 
the war. The division's SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 27 contained a fourth, 
Sturmgeschutz, company which had been formed from SS-Sturmgeschutz- 
Batterie 6. In February 1945, the assault gun company was disbanded, 
without seeing action, and its personnel were used to form 3.Batterie, SS- 
Jagdpanzer-Abt560 (see below). 
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32.SS-Freiwilligen-Grenadier Division 30. Januar. Formed in early 1945from 
various replacement and training units, this formation was one of the last 
Waffen-SS divisions raised before the end of the war. The division had a 
number of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns on hand during its short life, 
however there is some confusion over the exact number and the origin of 
these vehicles. Most English language accounts state that SS-Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 16 (see above) was transferred to the division in early 1945, at 
which time it was renamed SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 32, falling into line with 
the numbering of the division's other support units. A detailed German 
language source states that SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 32 was made up of a 
staff element, a Grenadier-Begleit-Zug and four Panzerjager companies. The 
first company was equipped with 3.7cm towed anti-tank guns while the 
second had a number of 7.5cm guns. A third company is mentioned but 
unfortunately no other details are given. In April 1945 the battalion's fourth 
company was commanded by Hauptsturmfuhrer Karl Horl who had in fact 
served as the adjutant of SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 16 and this would seem to 
confirm at least some connection with the Reichsfuhrer-SS division. Another 
German language source states, somewhat confusingly, that in March 1945 
the division's nominal allocation - or Soll-Stdrke in German - of assault guns 
was fourteen but that the actual number on hand was twenty-two 
Sturmgeschutz III and nine Sturmhaubitze 42, a total of thirty-one vehicles - in 
other words, a full battalion. The figure of fourteen however, suggests a 
company and this may be all that Hauptsturmfuhrer Horl brought with him, 
and is in fact the exact number by which the Reichsfuhrer-SS division's 
allocation falls short in the report prepared for Heeresgruppe Sud and dated 
15 March 1945. Another factor which is often ignored, or never mentioned in 
English language accounts, are the sixteen Sturmgeschutz III assault guns of 
SS-Panzerjager-Kompanie Rosser - formerly Kampfgruppe Rosser - which 
formed part of the 30. Januar division's SS-Panzergrenadier-Regiment 86 in 
February. If the Soll-Stdrke number and these sixteen are combined, the result 
is very close to the total on hand figure suggesting that most of SS- 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 16 - less Hauptsturmfuhrer Horl and a single company 
- may have remained with its parent formation. The division, commanded by 
Standartenfuhrer Hans Kempin, was thrown into the fighting on the Oder 
River front just to the north of Furstenburg and was subsequently destroyed in 
the Ha I be pocket as part of 9. Armee, although it seems that some personnel 
may have taken part in the defence of Berlin. 

Right: The striking black and white 
Kurland cuff title instituted in early 
1945 by Generaloberst Heinrich von 
Vietinghoff, the commander of 
Heeresgruppe Kurland, and awarded 
to men who had either served in 
Kurland for three months, 
participated in three separate 
engagements or had been wounded. 


36. Waffen-Grenadier-Division der SS. See the entry for Panzer-Abteilung 
Stahnsdorfl, above. 

SS-Jagdpanzer-Abteilung 560 z.b.V. This unit was a scratch formation raised 
during March 1945, made up of three companies of Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank 
destroyers and a single company of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns. The 
battalion was attached to the oddly named Kampfgruppe 1001 Nachte and 
referred to by the codename Suleika. The battalion fought on the Oder front 
although its first action on the night of 27 March was in all likelihood its last. 
The term z.b.V.- or zur besonderen verwendung - is often encountered in 
German military records and can be loosely translated into English as for 
special employment'or 'specialpurpose'. 

SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 509. This battalion was formed as an independent 
unit in September 1944 from SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 13 when that 
battalion's parent formation, 13.Waffen-Gebirgs-Division der SS, was 
disbanded. The battalion contained a headquarters element with a towed 
anti-tank gun company, a Sturmgeschutz company and a Flak company. The 
battalion served with IX.SS-Gebirgskorps in the Balkans and Hungary during 
late 1944 and early 1945, and was destroyed in the fighting for Budapest in 
February. Exact numbers and types of equipment are not available. 

SS-Sturmgeschutz-Ausbildungs und Ersatz-Abteilung Heidelager. Based at 
the training centre or Truppenubungsplatz at Debica in Poland this unit was a 
training and replacement battalion. The massive facilities at Debica had been 
a Polish army training ground and were taken over by the Waffen-SS in 
October 1940 and renamed Heidelager in March 1943. The centre's facilities 
were destroyed by fire in September 1944, after a short defence, to deny its 
resources to the Russians. Prior to that, the assault gun training battalion had 
been transferred to SS-Truppenubungsplatz Bohmen outside the town of 
Beneschau, near Prague. Although it has been suggested that the battalion's 
assault guns were a mixture of older types, most notably ausfC and D models, 
a series of photographs which the author has been able to examine, and which 
must have been taken in late 1943, clearly shows a battery of six 
Sturmgeschutz III ausfG vehicles. 

1. SS-Infanterie-Brigade (mot). This unit was formed in July 1941 with a 
strength often Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and in January 1944 used as a 
cadre around which 18.SS-Freiwilligen-Panzergrenadier-Division was formed 
(see above). 
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This photograph and those on tt\e following two 
pages were taken at Soviet vehicle*Jumps in Latvia 
in May or June 194$. This assault gun is also 
depicted in the illustration section on page 14. Of 
note is the unusual shield for the loader's machine 
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Although the location of these two photographs, and that shown on the preceding page, is given as Stende in Latvia in at least one source, the official Soviet 
caption states clearly that these vehicles were photographed at Kandava, some 20 kilometres to the south-east. Of note is the additional armour plate in front 
of the driver's position of the Sturmgeschutz IV at the left of the picture, which also seems to have a non-standard gun support made from a single, flat piece of 
metal. The rain guard above the driver's periscopes and the coating ofZimmerit identify this as a mid-production vehicle. The Russian record also states that 
these vehicles were captured from the Kurland Panzer Regiment and this may in fact be a confused reference to Panzer-Brigade Kurland which did indeed 
operate under Heeresgruppe Kurland but reported on 14 April 1945 that the unit had no assault guns on hand. 




The Sturmgeschutz III nearest the camera features the side-opening, later style of loader's hatch with the mount for the Rundumsfeuer machine gun but also 
retains the earlier shield, here in the folded position. Also of note is the horizontal armour plate in front of the commander's cupola. The single Pilz crane mount 
next to the closed hatch identifies this vehicle as a July to September production model. The next assault gun in line has concrete armour applied to the front of 
the superstructure incorporating what may be a spare track link. 
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Over twenty Sturmgeschutz III and a single Sturmgeschutz IV can be 
counted in this official Red Army photograph taken in Kurland in May 
1945. The assault guns present quite a mixed back with both early and 
late production features discernible. Below: A three sided, wooden 
stowage box built over the rear hull can be seen on each 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault gun in our photograph, except of course the 
vehicle nearest to the camera. Attached to the side of at least four is a 
cylinder which probably held the cleaning rods for the main gun. The 
name Elsbeth is quite clear on the nearest vehicle and there is evidence 
of what might also be a name on the next assault gun in line. The 
closest Sturmgeschutz IV is also shown and discussed further on page 
17 of the illustration section. 










Below: A page from an original KStN. This example, number 1106 of 
1.2.44, shows the general layout common to all these documents 




ORGANISING THE ASSAULT ARTILLERY 

All units of the German Army were organised according to detailed instructions and 
memoranda issued by the Oberkommando des Heeres, or OKH - the high command 
of the army. These were accompanied by charts referred to as 
Kriegstarkenachweisung - usually abbreviated to KStN - which showed the 
theoretical organization and composition of a unit, listing the exact number of 
personnel, including their rank, and type of vehicle or equipment allocated down to 
small arms. They were issued whenever an organisational change took place and 
each could be identified by it's number and date. Somewhat confusingly, it seems 
that a number of newer Kriegstarkenachweisungen appropriated the number of the 
instruction that they were intended to replace and therefore the date is all 
important. 

On these pages are shown the establishments of the formations which were 
equipped with the assault gun during the last year of the conflict and for those 
readers who wish to study this subject further we have included below the full title 
and date of the relevant document. 

KStN 198 Fliegerabwehr-Kompanie (sfl) 1.2.1941; KStN 416 Stab einer 
Sturmgeschutzabteilung 1.12.1942 (This KStN number was later used for KStN 416 
Stab und Stabsbatterie (mot) einer Sturmgeschutz-Brigade (mot) mit Batterie zu 10 
und 14 Geschutzen 1.6.1944; KStN 416b Stab und Stabsbatterie (mot) einer 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung (mot) mit Batterie zu 14 Geschutzen 1.2.1944; KStN 446a 
Sturmgeschutzbatterie (mot) zu 10 Geschutzen 1.11.1942; KStN 446b. Unknown but 
possibly a reference to 446 Sturmgeschutzbatterie (mot) 10 undl4 Geschutzen 
1.6.1944 which replaced KStN 446 Sturmgeschutzbatterie (mot) 1.11.1941; KStN 
447 Begleitpanzer-Batterie (Panzer-ll) einer Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 
15.1.1944; KStN 448 Begleitgrenadier-Batterie einer Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 
1.12.1944. Other sources give 8.2.1944for the date of KStN 447 and448. In any event 
it appears likely that only Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 667 was allocated both these types 
of unit and even then merely as a trial. Only a small number of the independent 
assault gun units were redesignated Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade and those are 
discussed in the first part of this series; KStN 588a Stabsbatterie einer 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung mit Batterie zu 10 Geschutzen 1.11.1942; KStN 598 
Werkstatt-Batterie einer Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 31.03.43; KStN 1106 Stab und 
Stabskompanie einer Panzerjager-Abteilung (gemischte) 1.2.1944; KStN 1106(fG) 

Stab gemischte Panzerjager-Abteilung.(fG) 1.11.1944; KStN 1107 Stab einer 
Panzerabteilung 1.11.1943; KStN 1107c Stab einer Panzerabteilung C 1.2.1941. These last two differed in the number of allocated transport vehicles only; KStN 
1140 schwere Panzerjager-Kompanie (9 Oder 12 Geschutzen)(mot Z) 1.11.1943; KStN 1140(fG) schwere Panzerjager-Kompanie (motZ)(fG) 1.11.1944; KStN 
1149 Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung in Panzerjager-Abteilung 1.2.1944. 

Beginning in the autumn of 1944, following the disastrous losses suffered on both the Eastern and Western fronts, a total of seventy-eight divisions, rebuilt 
from existing formations or formed from surplus personnel of the Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine, received the title Volksgrenadier. They should not however be 
thought of as second rate formations nor confused with the units of the Volksturm. 



HEERES-STURMARTILLERIE-BRIGADE 


Stab und stabs Batterie | KStN 416b 


Sturmgeschutz-Batterie KStN 446b 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 
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StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


Zug 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


Zug 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 


PANZERJAGER-ABTEILUNG IN A VOLKSGRENADIER-DIVISION 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


Sturmgeschutz-Batterie } KStN 446b 

As for 1. Batterie 

KStN 446b 


Stab und stabs Kompanie 


As for 1. Batterie 

Begleitgrenadier-Batterie KStN 448 (See note in text above) 


Begleitpanzer-Batterie 


-Batterie 


KStN 447 (See note in text above) 
KStN 598 


KStN 1106 


Schwere Panzerjager-Kompanie 


Equipped with nine towed anti-tank guns 


Zug 


Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 


KStN 1140 


KStN 1149 


StuG III 


StuG III 
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StuG III 


Zug 


StuG III 
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StuG III 


Zug 


StuG III 


StuG III 


StuG III 


Note that Kstn 1149 allowed for the 
allocation of either the StuG III or IV, 
Panzerjager IV or Panzerjager 38( t) 


Fliegerabwehrkompanie KStN 198 


Equipped with nine towed anti-aircraft guns 
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Although many German words or phrases, particularly those dealing with the military, are often difficult - if not impossible - to translate meaningfully into 
English, it may be helpful to attempt some explanation here. The term Stab refers to a headquarters or staff element; Fliegerabwehr can be translated as anti¬ 
aircraft; Werkstatt is a workshop; Versorgungs refers to supply units while Gemischte identifies a unit operating with a mixture of equipment, for example a 
Panzer- Sturmgeschutz battalion. The suffix fG signifies freie Gliederung, a German term which again is difficult to translate but referred to an organisational 
change where supply and support elements were removed from companies and similar smallerformations and consolidated at battalion, regiment or division 
level. In its literal form the term means free or unrestricted organisation but should not be taken to indicate an anything-goes or ad-hoc approach, but rather a 
freeing up of the resources of the combat elements of a battalion to allow them to concentrate on their primary mission. 


STURMGESCHUTZ-ABTEILUNG IN A PANZER-DIVISION 
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Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 


KStN 446a 


As for 1. Batterie 


Sturmgeschutz-Batterie \ KStN 446a 

As for 1. Batterie 


PANZERJAGER-ABTEILUNG IN A PANZER-DIVISION 


Stab und stabs Kompanie KStN 1106 (fG) 


Panzer- Werkstatt-Zug 
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Note that although KStN 1149 (fG) allowed for the allocation of 
either the Panzerjager IV or Panzjager 38(t) these units 
sometimes found themselves equipped with assault guns and 
this organogram is included here on that basis. Note that the 
ten gun company fielded three guns in each platoon or Zug. 


Panzerjager-Kompanie \ KStN H49(fG) 
As for 1. Kompanie 


Equipped with nine towed anti-tank guns 


Versorgungs-Kompanie 


KStN 1152(fG) 


PANZER-STURMGESCHUTZ-ABTEILUNG IN A PANZERGRENADIER-DIVISION 


1)1 MAY 1944 


II) 1 NOVEMBER 1944 
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Pan zer-Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie \ KStN H59(fG) 
| Panzer-Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie \ KStN H59(fG) 
Versorgungs-Kompanie \ KStN usi (fG) 
Panzer- Werkstatt-Zug 


Panzer-Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie 

KStN 1159(fG) 


Panzer-Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie 


KStN 1107 (fG) 


StuG III 
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Panzer-Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie KStN H59(fG) 


Panzer-Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie KStN H59(fG) 


KStN 1185 - Added 20.8.1944 as reorganisation of Gliederung Panzergrenadier-Division 1944 


31 


































































































































































































Photographed in East Prussia in the spring of 1945, this up-gunned, early Sturmgeschiitz III is possibly the same 
vehicle shown in the illustration section on page 11 from Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 232. Admittedly the assault gun 
depicted in our illustration is fitted with the early, rubber-rimmed road wheels - the foremost of which is missing in 
the photograph - and this vehicle has the later all metal version, however, the other similarities including the non¬ 
standard bracket welded to the top edge of the superstructure side, the patchy whitewash camouflage and the 
identical style of numbering used would seem to suggest some connection at least. 



m 


r 


* 


Nf 


Right and below: Pictured on the Baltic coast, the 
image at right was made shortly after the end of the 
war and shows several interesting features including 
the field modified armour added to the 
superstructure - behind which the smoke candle 
discharger can be seen - and the deep wading 
exhaust muffler indicating that this was one of the 
assault guns built on the chassis of a Pzkw III ausfM 
tank. The photograph below shows the same vehicle 
some time later and it appears that the camouflage 
paint, that can clearly be seen in the image above, 
has worn off to reveal a white number 105 and the 
outline of a Balkenkreuz marking. 
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Left and below: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G, Czechoslovakia; April 1945. Photographed in the town of 
Stitina, north-west of Ostrava, we are fortunate to have more than one image of this assault gun allowing 
a faithful depiction of both sides of the vehicle. Note that the hard-edged bands of camouflage paint have 
been applied to the Schurzen only while the remainder of the vehicle is covered in a soft, mottled scheme. 
Also note the very crudely applied Balkenkreuz nationaal insignia. The method of holding the upper 
Schurzen in place is essentially the same as that used on the assault guns shown on page 21, while a series 
of brackets which have been welded to the mudguards on either side would suggest that lower plates 
were used at some time, although they are absent in the photographs that we have been able to examine. 




Below: The right hand side view 
of the same vehicle shows our 
hypothetical reconstruction of 
the lower hull Schurzen based 
on the existing camouflage and 
the method of attachment used 
on other vehicles at this time. 



Below: Sturmgeschutz III ausfG, Czechoslovakia, May 1945. Photographed at a Soviet vehicle dump near Nove Mesto na Morave, formerly Neustadt, this 
assault gun has been fitted with a piece of additional armour (B) welded to the side of the commander's cupola and what may be intended as additional 
armour or a stowage box (C) on the right hand side ofthefighting compartment. Also of note is the unusually shaped shield (A) for the loader's machine-gun. 
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At right: A 1:35 scale model of a 
Sturmhaubitze 42 masterfully constructed 
and painted by Mr John Tam. We are 
indebted to John and Mr Bernard Cher of 
M.Workshop, Singapore for their kind 
permission to reproduce this image. 
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